













At "Hit Video USA", Houston, Texas 27-5-89 "Are we nearly ready?" 


WINTER/SPRING 1990 


We thought about it, we read about it, we 
watched and listened until the mind was 
saturated. Dozens of TV shows and written 
articles reviewing and reporting what was 
the "Best of" and what was the "Worst" and 
- it all happened in the Eighties! 

Now we enter a new decade, another ten 
years to add on to that evolutionary scale. 

XTC themselves ended the 80s on a high 
note; ORANGES AND LEMONS garnered excellent 
reviews, the album's first single THE MAYOR 
OF SIMPLETON managed to show on a number of 
charts on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
the LP itself sold remarkably well, espe¬ 
cially in the U.S. 

1989 proved to be one of XTC's busiest 
years yet, with a mixture of heavy promo¬ 
tional duties for all three band members, 
followed by some production work for Andy, 
and for Dave a chance to submerge himself 
in some very interesting session work in 
sunny Italy. 

Dave sums it all up best with his letter 
(written in September of last year). - 

During Andy and Colin's first promotional 
visit to the States in February/March '89, 

I was stuck at home slaving over a hot 
dnjm machine, preparing rhythm tracks for 
a BBC radio session that had been booked 
for us to help promote "Oranges & Lemons" 
in England. The original brief was for 8 
songs, and we'd be given 2 days to record 
and mix! So I set to work programming Pat 
Mastelotto's performances of "Scarecrow 
People", "King For a Day", "President Kill", 


"Poor Skeleton Steps Out", "One of the 
Millions", "Garden of Earthly Delights", 
"Across This Antheap", and "Chalkhills & 
Children", into Andy's doom machines, 
which took forever I might add. The first 
session was booked for March 16th at 
Wessex Studios in London, as the BBC's own 
studios were being re-fitted. However, on 
my way to the studio, my car met with a 
mishap on the M4 when a careless lady 
motorist rear-ended it at 60 mph, wrecking 
the rear half completely and damaging most 
of my equipment which was piled into the 
back. This made me 5 hours late getting to 
the studio, though thankfully the drum 
machines were not damaged so we were able 
to spend the rest of the day recording the 
drum tracks. One day down, one to go! An 
inauspicious start. The second session, 3 
days later on 19th March, made it obvious 
we weren't going to finish all the songs, 
'first takes' or not, so "Antheap" and 
"Chalkhills" were dropped and we concen¬ 
trated on the other six. Even then, we 
had to beg the BBC guys to give us more 
time in order to mix - we'd been set an 
impossible task to do creditable versions 
of the songs in the time allotted, so they 
eventually gave us a day and a half at the 
end of March to finish up. The producers 
were Ted de Bono and Pete Watts, and the 
first four songs of the session were broad¬ 
cast on the Richard Skinner show on Radio 
1 in late March/early April (precise date 
unknown!) and the others appeared on Andy 
Kershaw's programme later in April. 
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"Note motor-accident-damaged amp in background" 




re-cut in Los Angeles to feature more of 
the band, and in fact the sequences with 
the lion were chopped out altogether. There 
was even a colour-processed edition which 
was submitted to MTV some time later, but 
they continued (wisely) playing the black 
and white version which I'm sure you're 
now familiar with. Perhaps at this point 
I should doff my cap to the good folks at 
MTV - it's as much thanks to them that 
"Oranges & Lemons" has done as well as it 
has in the States, the result of their 
tremendous support of our videos which I 
gather are 'heavily rotated'. Thanks folks! 

At the end of April, Colin and I went to 
Germany for a week of press and TV, culmin¬ 
ating, on 30th April, with an appearance 
on 'Spruch Reif, a television discussion 
programme in Hamburg, for which Andy and 
my brother Ian were flown out from Kng,land 
to complete the line-up. Although the |)ro 
gramme went out 'live to air' we were seen 
lip-syncing to "The Mayor of Simpleton". 

An uncomfortable moment arose when the gitl 
who was hosting the show asked Andy if he 
thought most English people still associate 
Germany with Adolf Hitler - she'd seen liis 
Charlie Chaplin/Great Dictator postcard on 
the "Road to Oranges and Lemons" record- 
company-only puppet video. Andy, somewhat 
disorientated, mumbled something about the 
Germans doing a 'good job of living down 
a lot of unfortunate history'. So much lor 
live television. So much for our sense ol 
humour. Joe Jackson was appearing on the 
show also, as well as Charlie Sexton. It 
was good to meet them and exchange 
platitudes. 






The lAth of April saw us at the West Way 
studios in Shepherd's Bush, London, for 
the filming of the "King For a Day" video 
with director Tony Kaye. The original edit 
featured a cat that changed into a lion 
'for a day', with the band (including 
brother Ian on the drum stool) appearing 
as the musical interest in this wildlife 
feature. The record companies both here 
and in the States didn't like the original 
version, much to Kaye's chagrin, so it was 


itir 


Spruch Reif, Hamburg 30-4-89 


WXRT Chicago, 22/5/89. "Acoustical frolics". 


May 13th saw us leaving England once again 
for America and the by now all-too-familiar 
'acoustical radio tour' that dragged our 
weary carcasses across the States for 3 
hectic weeks, culminating in the radio 
show in Toronto. It was enjoyable to look 
back on but boy, wa.s it hard work. It would 
have been so much (‘asic'r to do a PROPER 
tour, with ROADIES and DAYS OFF. AND we'd 
King For a Day shoot, 14-4-89. "Taking 5 have got paid! Mill, we met hundreds of 
for the umpteenth time". very nice people and the whole experience 


The Dukes" meet Big Joe, backstage at 'Spruch Reif, Hamburg 30-4-89 


















was, I think, beneficial, if not altogether 
musically rewarding. Andy's interview tech¬ 
nique saved the day! 


June 11th saw us back in the studio, this 
time to cobble up a b-side for the forth¬ 
coming 12" single, "The Loving" Since no¬ 
thing new was available, and none of the 
acoustic radio stuff was, frankly, suitable, 
we decided to finish off an old out-take 
from the Steve Nye 'Mummer' sessions of 
November 1982, Colin's "The World is Full 
of Angry Young Men", which of course feat¬ 
ured Pete Phipps on drums. It was never 
finished initially because Andy didn't work 
up his guitar part - so we spent the day 
re-recording his guitar, and Colin re-wrote 
some lyrics and did a new vocal track, and 
we all chipped in with backing vocals. How¬ 
ever, the mix you hear on the 12" is not 
ours - weeks after the session, a fault 
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was discovered on the master tape that 
hadn't found it's way onto our cassette 
copies - it meant the whole track had to 
be re-mixed. Andy and Colin were approached 
to re-mix it but neither could be bothered, 
so it was left to the studio engineer to 
duplicate the original mix. It sort of 
makes it. 


That same week I received an unexpected 
call from Francesco Messina, an Italian 
record producer, asking if I'd like to go 
to Milan for a few days and play on an al¬ 
bum he was producing for his girl-friend, 
a singer called Alice (pronounced 'Ali- 
chay' in Italian). Also involved in the 
project were Steve Jansen and Richard 
Barbieri (the Dolphin Brothers, ex-Japan), 
Peter Hammill and fusion-trumpeter Jon 
Hassell. So it was that I spent 3 pleasant 
days with Francesco and Carla (Alice's 
real name) at Logic Studios in Milan play¬ 



Studio Logic, Milan, 20-6-89. 


ing all manner of guitars for her album, 
which was released last week (Sept./89)on 
EMI Italia. Called "IL SOLE NELLA PIOGGIA", 
it's a sumptuous production, reminiscent of 
David Lord's work with Peter Gabriel, but 
characterized by Carla's rich, sonorous 
vocals, which are as warm and intoxicating 
as fine brandy! (Forgive the hyperbole). 

If you can deal with the Italian language 
problem, you could do a lot worse than 
check it out. In the last couple of weeks 
I've been back to Italy twice at their 
invitation, to appear with Alice on a 
couple of promotional TV spots - again, 
miming to playback - and soon I'll be going 
to Germany with her to do more of the same. 



Also in June, Andy teamed up with his old 
mate Peter Blegvad to produce a track of 
Bleggy's. It sounded pretty good to me and 
shouldn't do any harm to P.B.'s record deal 
aspirations. Andy re-claimed a guitar hook 
from "Broomstick Rhythm", up-dated it and 
mixed it way up loud in the track; it work¬ 
ed really, well with Peter's clever lyric. 

27th June saw us leaving Blighty once more 
for New York and the David Letterman Show, 
along with MTV's "Big Blank Show" which we 
did, acoustically, on the 28th, before an 
audience of about 200 people - pretty good 
going for Andy! An in-store appearance at 
a record shop on Long Island was done on 
29th, and on the 30th we shuffled into NBC 
studios in New York to rehearse with the 
Letterman band for our first live 'electric' 
show in 7 years. A couple of weeks previous 
I had sent Paul Schaffer music charts with 
what I wanted the band to play, so they 
were well prepared - probably more so than 
we were! - for the performance. The sound 
crew at the studio were very accommodating 
and made it as painless as possible for 
us, although predictably it was far from 
perfect! "Nervous and noisy" is how I would 
describe the actual delivery, the vocal 
monitors being less than adequate! Still, 


16 track studio near Swindon in August and 
attempted an up-dated "Third Stone From The 
Sun". I think I probably ended up biting 
off more than I could chew! Let's just say 
it was a brave attempt. Also, Duffy is do¬ 
ing a collection of the best of '66 & '67 
of various artists, and a cover of "Straw¬ 
berry Fields Forever", which I recorded at 
home four years ago and has Andy singing 
lead on it, will probably end up on the '67 
collection. 

Also in August, it was nice to get a visit 
from Paul Fox, in England to rehearse Gene 
Loves Jezebel prior to taking them back to 
L.A. with him for a new album. 

Andy has been producing a couple of tracks 
for The Lilac Time, Stephen Duffy's group, 
at Rockfield Studios in South Wales, while 
waiting for his new 'studio' to be constr¬ 
ucted at the bottom of his garden. Appar¬ 
ently he is 'itching to start writing again 
so I hope it won't be too long before the 
windows arrive and he can get the roof on. 

Regarding the "Spirit of the Forest" single 
we're singing away in the choruses but I'm 
not sure if they used Andy's line on the 
finished mix. Trivia buffs should note that 



Rehearsals for David Letterman show, NBC TV, New York 30-6-89 


we did it, no wobblers were thrown, and it 
was great to make a bit of noise in public 
again. Let's do some more! 

Alan Duffy, who runs Imaginary Records, and 
was responsible for Andy and Colin's "Ella 
Guru" track on his "Fast and Bulbous" Beef- 
heart tribute, is now planning a similar 
compilation of Jimi Hendrix covers, and to 
this end yours truly booked time at a little 


we recorded our bit (along with Ringo Starr, 
Dave Gilmour, Jon Anderson, Fish, Sam Brown, 
Louise Coffin etc etc) at Sarm West Studios 
in London, on 5th March, and released here 
on 5th June. It came out on Virgin. It did¬ 
n't sell. 

Which more or less brings us bang up to 
date. All the reports I've heard about the 
convention seem to suggest a splendid time 
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was had by all. It's difficult for me to 
comprehend that kind of dedication, though 
it's very touching for sure. 

Finally, could I perhaps take the coward's 
way out and, through the pages of L.E., 
apologize to everybody who has written to 
me personally and not received a reply? 

Quite a few people have my home address now 
and maybe assume that as long as their let¬ 
ters find their way into my house they will 
automatically receive a reply. Sorry, folks! 
With the best will in the world there simply 
aren't enough hours in the day! I appreciate 
your kind words and read them all, but I'm 
not one of nature's scribes, so thank you 
for your thoughts and comments - they are 
appreciated. All power to the THOREAU 
SAUNTERING SOCIETY, whoever, wherever they 
may be, thank you for the shirt, I will 
wear it always. "To saunter is human, to 
mosey divine". 



Dave says "Hi!" at a radio 
station in Minneapolis, MN. 
5/89. Photo: Heidi Marty. 


Another interesting tid-bit to add to 
"Dave's Diary" - On December 1/89, Dave 
kindly consented to a telephone interview 
with CIUT (University of Toronto radio 
station). He spoke with Dave Bookman, and 
if space allows, we will transcribe the 
interview for the next L.E. issue. 

We'd also like to take this opportunity to 
thank Dave Gregory for supplying us with 
most of the wonderful photos appearing in 
this issue - Thanks Dave! 


During a recent telephone conversation, 
Andy discusses his production work: 

"The session with LILAC TIME came to a 
monetary impassd, so I've done half the 
album (7 tracks), and they're going to do 
the rest of the album with John Leckie 
engineering and mixing. It went from two 
tracks and Phonograph thought they were 
so good, could I do another two? And I 
said sure. I'll do another two - I'll do 
another four! And they said 'Yeah! Do half 
the album, or do the whole album!' So I 
got about half way through and they (the 
record company) started to panic a bit 
about the fact that it was costing money 
and Lilac Time don't sell a lot of records 
unfortunately, they should do cause they 
are great songwriters. I'm happy with the 
album and so are Lilac Time. We were to- 
ing and fro-ing between Rockfield in Mon¬ 
mouth and a place called Chipping Norton 
which is just up the road from us about 
AO miles away, and we've been mixing it 
all over the place. But it's good, I'm 
really happy with it." 

"But I'm desperate to get on writing my 
own material now. I have some ideas but I 
have to get out in 'that thar garden shed'. 
The only problem is that I haven't had time 
to go in it because I've been doing this 
producing for the last couple of months. 

I felt very frustrated about not having 
anywhere to write; you just have to escape 
from all life on the planet as it's known, 
telephone, children, wives, friends, ever¬ 
ything; lock yourself away and start to 
pour it out. I had a brief spell of about 
a week in there in which I came up with 
two or three germs of songs which we'll be 
working on. One called "Always Winter But 
Never Christmas" and "Humble Daisy"(either 
the plant or the female, we're not quite 
sure yet). I can't wait to get going, it's 
been enjoyable working with the Lilacs but 
kind of frustrating in another way, you 
know, cause there's only 24 hours in a day 
and I can't write songs and produce other 
people." 

We mentioned to Andy that Colin was finding 
song writing easier this time around. 

"We had what we call the 'firm's dinner and 
dance' which is basically we get together 
over Christmas 'round one of the houses and 
get very drunk indeed and that was the last 
time I saw him and he said that he had four 
tunes and that he was feeling pretty re¬ 
laxed about writing, so you never know, we 
may be having an avalanche of Colin's 
songs I" 

"Virgin have let me know that they are go¬ 
ing to be putting out one or two CDs of 
rare XTC material - stuff that came out on 
B-sides and EPs, but for all intents and 
purposes disappeared on vinyl. So they're 
going to try and compile everything on to 
as many CDs as it takes. TAKEAWAY/LURE OF 
SALVAGE will also be released on CD short¬ 
ly." 


In previous issues we've mentioned the 
fact that XTC played their first Toronto 
concerts on January 9, 10 and 11 in 1979 
at a club called The Edge. Well, during a 
recent house move, reader John Pinto ac¬ 
tually unearthed a couple of artifacts 
from those historical nights - Thanks for 
sharing them with us John! 



XTC at The Edge Jan./1979. 



Photos: John Pinto. 


Another great night time happening took 
place on February lst/1990 - The Lilac 
Time travelled to Toronto during their 
recent North American tour, and put on a 


fabulous sold-out show at The Rivoli. We 
had the pleasure of chatting with Stephen 
Duffy, Mickey Harris and Michael Geary, 
and it went something like this - 

Stephen; "I first met Andy (& Colin) in 
San Francisco whilst promoting The Lilac 
Times first eponymous Ip on my part and 
Oranges and Lemons on theirs. Andy, after 
a few Japanese beers, said he liked our 
album and if it were ever possible he'd 
like to produce us. I, of course, agreed, 
and once back in England tried to start 
the wheels in motion. As we'd almost fin¬ 
ished our second Ip "Paradise Circus" and 
XTC were so busy, things didn't look too 
hopeful. Then our album was delayed and 
U.K. tour cancelled. This coincided with 
Andy's loft/studio/nest collapsing, so we 
were both looking for something to keep 
us out of trouble. Before I knew it Andy 
was up in Great Malvern pulling my demos 
apart, programming drum machines with the 
volume and ferocity of road drills, and 
insisting I write more songs, and having 
written them, write more hooks, until the 
songs were choc full o' hooks. Combined 
with frequent Indian meals and foggytrips 
to the pub, this wasn't too painful. 
"Recording started at Rockfield in Wales. 
Groups who produce themselves, as we had, 
can get a little lazy and avoid hard work 
if they can. Andy bullied, cajoled and 
teased us (and that was just to tune up). 
After two days of lead vocals I was ready 
for a career in market gardening. The band 
would crawl shaking from the studio and 
cry on Neville Farmer's shoulder. But, 
surprise surprise the tracks sounded fan¬ 
tastic, so everyone was happy. Mixing with 
John Leckie was also great fun. I got to 
hear many stories of The Dukes between 
visits of toy soldier experts. By Mix 
down every studio surface was covered with 
soldiers." 

"Since then we've had two more sessions 
and have seven finished tracks. "All for 
Love and Love for all" (1st U.K. single 
April/May), "It'll End in Tears", "The 
Laundry", "Wait and See", "Honest to God", 
"Fields", and "I Went to the Dance". 

John's going to finish the Ip with us this 
month for a May/June release." 

"It was great working with Andy, he's an 
exceptional artist and songwriter who 
understands the problems of making the 
records you want to make within this mod¬ 
ern corporate record business. He's a 
brilliant mimic too, note for note Hendrix 
and Bolan between takes, and a deft George 
Harrison solo on "I Went to the Dance". 
Michael had trouble singing Andy's ideas 
without unintentionally mimicking a wacky 
Swindon accent." 

"We were sorry when he had to get back to 
writing for the next XTC Ip, I'm sure 
though that Andy will be in even greater 
demand as a producer than he is now and 
could easily be one of the top producers 
of the nineties." 

"I saw XTC twice in '77 at Birmingham 
Barbarellas, and once in '78 or '79," 
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Micky: "Interestingly enough, Black Sea 
is my favourite XTC album. Apart from the 
songwriting and musicianship, it was the 
drum sound that really took my ears off. 
Steve Lillywhite was quite a young producer 
at the time and with this brilliant snare 
drum cracking through all the tracks, that's 
what attracted me. And there's some great 
songs, "No Language in Our Lungs"- what a 
great song! Lyrically, really strong. 

Andy's a very creative chap and I've been, 
listening to his music for quite a few 
years now. I've got the first XTC album, 

I've been a bit of a fan, and it was quite 
awe-inspiring to be working with him, but 
he soon put us at our ease. He has a lot 
of ideas and he really throws himself into 
what he's doing; he iiranerses himself into 
every track; everything has to be right 
and our record really shows that we've 
benefited from having that sort of input, 
that sort of concentration on the music. 



We've been a bit haphazard before. We 
kept the instrumentation basically the 
same; there's a few more noises; Andy 
likes his noises that he throws in, where¬ 
as before we'd leave gaps where Stephen 
would just strum his acoustic guitar for 
a bar or so, Andy would say 'No, you can't 
do that, we've got to get a hook line in 
there somewhere'; you know, his pop sense 
is very tuned. The track "All For Love 
and Love For All", which we hope will be 
the first single, is the pop-iest one; I'm 
very pleased with that one. Then there's 
"Wait and See" which is a dream-like song. 
Andy wants to create music that he has 
in bis dreams; he has very vivid musical 
dreams, which is very interesting. I think 
he tries to capture what he hears in his 
head, but in this track "Wait and See" 
it's a little bit nightmarish in places. 
Andy's probably the deepest musician I 
know". 


Michael: "Andy's a very dedicated person, 
very funny, and it was great working with 
him although he's a perfectionist (Stephen 
thinks he's a bit of a slavedriver!). Lots 
of "Viz" humour!" 

Our thanks to the "Lilacs", it was great 
meeting up with them. If you get the chance 
to see them live in your area - Go! You 
won't be disappointed, and watch out for 
their new album "And Love For All" due out 
this summer on Polygram. If you crave more 
info on the band they have an Information 
Service at P.O. Box 2, Bromyard, Hereford¬ 
shire, HR7 4JJ, England. 
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XTC Logo, sent in by James Nugent, Florida. 


A new type of XTC fanzine (in cassette 
form) will be launched mid-1990. It will 
feature music, interviews, competitions, 
and much more! This unique project endor¬ 
sed by the band itself will feature not 
only contributions from them but will 
give XTC fans the opportunity to submit 
recordings of themselves performing an 
XTC/Dukes song, recite poetry, ask XTC 
questions, in fact anything XTC-orientated 
will be considered! Submit your efforts 
on a good quality tape to Paul Wilde, 47 
Wycombe Close, Manchester, M31 2WD, UK. 
Each issue will be released in a limited 
edition; available from May/90. Cost per 
issue £5.00(UK) £6.00(Overseas) incl.P&P. 

Skylarking was voted in as NUMBER ONE on 
KTCL's (Colorado Alternative station) Top 
80 Albums of the Decade! English Settle¬ 
ment joined in at number 39. The station 
also listed the top 93 of '89 which saw 
Oranges & Lemons come in at NUMBER 3! 


8 


SKYLARKING also showed up at number 48 
on Rolling Stone's top 100 "Most Influen- 
cial LPs of the 80s"! 


Mat Kojder of Toronto writes - "Martin 
Ansell on his 'Englishman Abroad' LP 
dedicates the album to XTC, David Atten¬ 
borough, David Bellamy and Kate Bush." 

Les Murzsa of Kelowna, B.C. informs us 
that late at night music is played over 
YTV's next day listings, and he has heard 
Senses, Sgt. Rock, and the O&L album twice! 
There is also a Rock Trivia board game 
which features questions on XTC in the 
"Art Rock" section. 

Mark Williamson (Monroe, LA.) asks us to 
take a look at Andy & Dave's neck ties, 
and Colin's thumb in the Big Express CD 
booklet, pages 10-11. 

Mackie’s 
20 best 
albums 
of decade 

1) Elvis Costello: Get Happyl! (Colum¬ 
bia) 

2) Replacements: Let It Be (Twin 
Tone) 

3) R.E.M.: Murmur (I.R.S.) 

4) Pogues: Rum, Sodomy and the 
Lash (Stiff) 

5) Tom Waits: Rain Dogs (Island) 

6) Paul Kelly and the Messengers: 

Gossip (A&M) 

7) The Church: Heyday (Warner 
Bros.) 

8) Billy Bragg: Talking To The Tax- 
man About Poetry (Go! Discs/Poly¬ 
gram) 

9) Smiths: The Queen Is Dead 
(Rough Trade/WEA) 

10) Bruce Springsteen: Born In The 
USA (Columbia) 

11) U2: Joshua Tree (Island) 

12) Violent Femmes (Slash/WEA) 

13) The Clash: London Calling 
(Epic) 

14) XTC: English Settlement (Vir¬ 
gin) 

15) Marshall Crenshaw (Warner 
Bros.) 

16) Husker Du: Flip Your Wig (SST) § 

17) Undertones: Positive Touch ^ 

(EMI) S 

18) Lou Reed: New York (Sire) g 

19) Lucinda Williams (Rough 3 

Trade) g 

20) k.d. lang: Shadowland (Sire) ^ 


Kerstin Broich sent us a very welcome 
example of Glasnost: the first mention of 
XTC from behind the Iron Curtain, sent to 
her from a friend in Austria. Shame we 
cannot translate it! 


• Britske noTOTlnni/ptycbedeliclcA 
trotlce XTC dlonho „amila“ pM- 
lemni odvizand popdTky i la 60. 
leta. V poloTini 80. let, po ne- 
uspicho deaky Skylarking, vydali 
Andy Partridge, Colin Monldlng a 
Dave Gregory dvi LP pod maskon 
aknpiny Dukes Of Stratospbear. 
Onorovy slngl Mayor Of Simple¬ 
ton pfedeiel dvojalbnm (Jednodn- 
cby kompakt) Oranges And Le¬ 
mons, jebol patndct plsniCek od- 
rfill fadn stylovycb Inspiracf; 
Beatles z obdobl 1967—68 majf 
oviem Jako Tidy piednost. 

Melodie 5/89 

(Czechoslovakia) 



oaJ XTC 

; W-ECSTAS¥-( 


ST. FRANCIS W E C STAS Y-(DETAIL) 
Giovanni Bellini (c. 1430-1516) 

The Frick Collection, New York 


^ / 

F/iTHeR^ THey/e y/finreN 

So MARY oTHeR SrReRT SoRCri ( 

ROT ffy "ppAR 6rOD'‘f 


Sent in by Bill Duhigg, Lakewood, Ohio. 
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It was a bright cold day in April, and the 
clocks were striking thirteen. Winston 
Smith, his chin nuzzled into his breast in 
an effort to escape the vile wind, slipped 
quickly through the glass doors of Victory 
Mansions, though not quickly enough to 
prevent.(no, that isn't correct). 

Four-thirty in the afternoon in Berlin, 
three-thirty in London. The hotel stood 
bleakly on it's hill, a desolate, solemn 
edifice with an old gentlemen inside it. 

At Angouleme, Marseilles, Ghent and Dover, 
people thought: What can he be doing? It's 
past.(no, no, that's not right!) 

It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times, it was the spring of hope, it 
was the winter of despair, we had every¬ 
thing before us, we had nothing before us... 
.(Wait a minute!) 

It was around 9:30 in the morning when a 
small crowd began to congregate outside 
the front of the hotel; it had been rain¬ 
ing during the night, and would continue 
to rain on and off for the rest of this 
typical Manchester day....(Yes, this is 

the one!).All the more incentive to 

be indoors, not that this particular group 
of people needed any extra incitement to 
enter the building; most of them having 
travelled long distances to be here, some 
from as far away as the West coast of 
America, Germany, Norway, even Japan. They 
had come to spend the day watching, listen¬ 
ing and talking to each other about their 
favourite musical pleasure - they had come 
to be a part of the very first XTC CONVENTION! 



Convention "gang", the afternoon after the 
festivities. 17-9-89. 


The doors would soon open to what would 
become "XTC-LAND" for the next few hours. 
It all took place in the large basement of 
the Trafford Hall Hotel which was a warm, 
cozy area made up of several small inter¬ 
connected rooms. Set up in one part of the 
"Cellar" were tables offering a selection 


of merchandise for sale or trade; Andy's 
brother-in-law Rob Wyborn had travelled 
up from Swindon with XTC items, including 
T-shirts personally autographed by Andy, 
Dave and Colin. There were also a few other 
people offering XTC rarities such as photos, 
posters, 7." & 12" singles, Ips. CDs & tapes. 



Paul Wilde, the organizer of the day, had 
also arranged to have special programmes, 
buttons, pens, pencils and cards made up 
to commemorate the event. Yours truly were 
also present, with as many Little Express's 
as our flight baggage allowance would permit. 
(One of the great delights of this brilliant 
day was actually meeting in person many of 
the people who have written to us over the 
years, and finding everyone to be just as 
nice and interesting as their letters!) 

Just at the side of the merchandise section 
was a long room with arranged seating for 
viewing the videos which were shown on 
large T.V. screens, coupled with a sound 
system that was relayed to other rooms in 
the basement, one area being a comfortable 
lounge near a bar selling a good selection 
of British snacks and beverages. The walls 
were adorned with posters, including one 
for the newly released (at the time) single 
"The Loving", showing Andy dressed as a 
very stern henchman of the law, holding a 
truncheon in one hand, and carrying a 
shield emblazoned with a big red heart. 

Other posters included large blow-ups 
of the Limelight magazine covers. 

After everyone had rubbed shoulders and 
jostled for positions for video viewing, 
the ubiquitous Paul Wilde began welcoming 
everyone to this historic gathering and 
proceeded to run do^m the day's events. 

There was to be approximately six hours 
worth of video material; a very entertain¬ 


ing mixture of various live performances 
by XTC over the years, TV appearances, 
promotional videos for released singles 
(some widely seen and some new! - for 
example: King For a Day), a clip of Andy 
hosting a kid's game show for the BBC, and 
a rare piece of work made by the group for 
promotional purposes, entitled "The Road 
to Oranges & Lemons"/The Story of XTC by 
XTC. This video was performed in the style 
of a children's amateur puppet play, com¬ 
plete with all the amusing mishaps that 
inevitably take place, and of course brought 
roars of laughter from the audience through¬ 
out the showing. Another comical video (at 
least half of it), was a submission from 
Leslie Bairstow (Montreal, Canada), sent 
over as a submission (the only one Paul 
received, unfortunately) for the Convention 
Video Competition. The song chosen in this 
case was "Scarecrow People" and began with 
a roving reporter on the city streets app¬ 
roaching cab drivers, street folks, gener¬ 
ally people who hadn't a clue who XTC were, 
(although some pretended they did, with 
hilarious results), then, with the music of 
"Scarecrow People", we were witness to some 
very colourfully dressed "scarecrows" who 
danced joyfully around "scarecrow statues" 
with their multi-coloured faces. Great 
make-up and camera angles. 

All this visual footage was spaced out with 
intervals inbetween, allowing people to 
stretch their legs, mingle, or make their 
way upstairs to the XTC "Hall of Fame". 

This room was decorated with lots of XTC 
photographs and posters, and in the center 
was a large table featuring various items 
that the band had kindly donated for the 



occasion - Andy's hand-painted guitar as 
seen on "Oranges & Lemons", one of Colin's 
bass guitars, a jacket worn by Andy, etc. 
People were invited to have their photos 
taken with these instruments, and for the 
musicians who were present it must have 
been a real treat to feel each guitar and 
play some riffs. 

Back down at the video show, we were about 
to be entertained with perhaps the highlight 
of the day, an exclusive interview with XTC 



Colin Halley strums in the XTC "Museum for a day". 
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filmed especially for the convention, the Liverpool band "The Miracle Workers'" 


band's gesture for not being able to attend 
in person. Paul Wilde and his brother trav¬ 
elled dovm to Swindon a few days previous, 
and it was upstairs in Andy's attic that all 
manner of subjects were touched upon. It was 
a fascinating interview, holding everyone 
spellbound for close to an hour and a half. 
At the conclusion the guys wished everyone 
a good time. 

A little later, the now somewhat more re¬ 
laxed Paul was explaining what would be 
coming up in the second half of the fest¬ 
ivities. This involved a short five mile 
journey down the road to another location, 
a pub by the name of The Moss Trooper, 
which was to be the setting for some live 
evening's entertainment! After arranging 
various rides with each other, it appeared 
that everybody made the journey; certainly 
the large banquet room that the event was 
held in was very quickly full to standing 
room only. 


equipment at front center stage. By this 
time everyone was warming to the antici¬ 
pation of enjoying some live music, but 
before that was to happen a table with a 
microphone and a couple of chairs were 
drawn up in front of the audience, and 
Mark Fisher (editor of Limelight, XTC's 
U.K. news magazine) introduced us to 
producer John Leckie, followed by a great 
round of applause. Mark invited everyone 
to take the opportunity to ask John all 
those burning questions regarding working 
with XTC and The Dukes in the studio, etc. 
This resulted in many queries which Mister 
Leckie answered with good humour, if not 
perhaps a bit brief in some cases. Overall 
it was an interesting behind-the-scenes 
glimpse at the producer/musician working 
relationship. He did, however, complain of 
one bad side-effect of working with XTC 
for too long a period - a very sore stomach 
from laughing too much! 



Mark Fisher, Paul Wilde & John Leckie.(Photo:Colin Halley) 


All the lively chatting and video viewing It was then, on with the show! The Miracle 
location. The Trafford Hall, Workers are a young and upcoming Liverpool 
had built up a hearty appetite, and a band who, it was reported, jumped at the 

local fish and chip shop just down the chance to play XTC music before an audience 

road from The Trooper was enjoying a of XTC superfans, a seemingly daunting 

roaring trade. prospect, but it worked. After making their 

Our crowd was now assembled once again; the entrance wearing Andy, Colin, Dave and 
ever-present bar at one end of the room- character masks, they confidently 

seating arrangements set up, and the began to create the spirit of XTC's music 




Me", "Statue of Liberty", and many more 
from the era of XTC's touring days were 
belted out, with the drummer doing a rem¬ 
arkable job mimicking the famous Terry 
Chamber's backbeat. One notable exclusion 
from this first crop of songs was "Making 
Plans For Nigel"; that was saved to be 
performed in the most bizarre fashion im¬ 
aginable by a performer who is a local 
hero on the Manchester area club circuit, 
namely - Frank Sidebottom! 


Judging from the cheering, clapping and 
whistling going down at the old Moss Trooper 
that night, there didn't appear to be any 
doubt whatsoever regarding Frank's musical 
talent; everybody loved him! His act could 
probably be best described as comedy, per¬ 
haps Britain's answer to Pee Wee Herman? 


The first thing you notice about Frank 
Sidebottom is his head, it being very 
large! In fact it's a big round ball of 
plastic (a la The Residents) with a very 
boyish face complete with two huge painted 
saucer eyes - very endearing, and so is 
Frank himself. Dressed in a suit with a 
bright yellow scarf, carrying what appears 
to be a homemade electronic keyboard, he 
seems incapable of producing anything re¬ 
motely musical at all, and it is perhaps 
a matter of personal opinion whether he 
does or not! 

"I was watching Top of the Pops one night 
and I thought 'hello, that's a doddle, I 
can earn a few bob at that." 

Frank Sidebottom, Smash Hits, 
August/85. 


Grand finale. Photo: Colin Halley. 

And all too soon it was over; people had 
trains and buses to catch, airline flights 
to think about; and so we shuffled our way 
into the night, all agreeing that it was a 
great party and should happen again next 
year. 

Out in the carpark someone was whistling 
"Towers of London". 


PhotorSteven Wilde. 

The Miracle Workers returned to round off 
the evening's entertainment with a final 
set which included various members of the 
audience joining them on stage. Anyone who 
had ever wished for the opportunity to 
stand up and sing or play their favourite 
XTC song in front of an audience now had 
their chance! We were treated to some very 
interesting renditions, and there was a 
particularly good version of "Mayor of 
Simpleton". This free-for-all resulted in 
approximately twenty "extroverts" having 
a rendezvous with the microphone, cranking 
out a very energetic version of "The Loving". 
But by this time the emphasis was on cel¬ 
ebration, it was participation time; most 
people were up off their chairs, clapping 
and singing ulong. 
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gkylarjjing* about in Manchester 


Manchester became the centre of the universe for 150 
music lovers from around the world on Saturday. They 
were there to pay homa^ to three lovely lads from Swin- 
d on, w ho collectively go under the name XTC. 
STEVE “Sgt Rook"' WEBB joined In the fun 



He just wouldn’t shut up. 

The lad from London, a 
self-confessed X'TC nut, 
jabbered away merrily 
about the band as soon as 
he learned I was frnm his 
heroes’ local rag. 

I offered Steve Barry - a 
dead ringer for the Liver¬ 
pool footJ^ler Alan Han¬ 
sen - and his pal Richard 
Power a lift between 
venues at last Saturday’s 
XTC Convention in Man¬ 
chester and for the entire 
five mile journey, and in 
the pub afterwards, Steve 
just wouldn’t shut up! 

Richard, who really went 
along for the ride, gave me 
a weary smile when Steve 
mentioned the band’s name 
for about the zillionth time. 

But what do you expect 
at an XTC Convention? In 
fact, I didn’t mind at all be¬ 
cause I’m an XTC nut too 
and was surrounded ’ by 
about 160 other X’TC nuts 
who are in love with the 
most under-rated band in 
the world. 

"I only read about the 
convention the other day in 
Record Mirror,” said Steve, 
from Hendon, "^e didn’t 
have tickets so we weren’t 
sure we could get in. But I 
wanted to come because X’TC are a unique 
group and are worth the effort to come to 
something like this.” 

No one at the Trafibrd Hall Hotel last 
Saturday would disagree with that. 'The 
convention was an smar.ing success as it 
brought together fans from all over the 
world. 

America, Canada, Japan, Norway, and 
of course good old Bli^ty were all rep¬ 
resented. 

There was John Steffes from Milwaukee 
in the United States. "I wanted to take a 
vacation anyway and when 1 heard there 
was going to be an XTC convention 1 
thought Tve got to see this.’ 

”XTC are my favourite band. ’They are 
the most effective band at conveying their 
message. Sure, we’ve got Bruce Springs¬ 
teen and all that stuff, but there’s only one 
band for me.” 

Then there was Laurie Schappert from 
Nashville, Tennessee, the home of country 
music. ”I was planning on being in Eng¬ 
land an^ay and when I heard about the 
convention I just had to come,” she said. ”I 
was more excited about the convention 
than actually coming to England. 

"Nobody else I know at home listens to 
X’TC. I’ve got a reputation for being a bit 
bizarre bemuse I listen to this strange, 
English punk music, but I don’t think it’s 
strange at all.” 

’The event was organised by Paul Wilde, 
a soft-spoken, mild-mannered Mancunian 
with an accent straight out of the Rovers 
Return. 

He did a magnificent job and clearly put 
months of effort into the prqject. 

The afternoon was taken up mainly with 


videos which Paul had painstakingly 
strung together. They included an inter¬ 
view with the boys in the band - Andy 
Partridge, Dave Gregory and Colin Mould¬ 
ing - in the attic of ^dy’s Swindon home. 

There was also some rare footage of the 
ipg in France that marked the end ofX'TC’s 
live performances. It showed a very unwell 
Andy breaking down in mid-song and stag¬ 
gering off the stage - a moment that left 
the video viewers not a little shocked and 
subdued. 

Everyone cheered up in the evening 
when the action moved to the Moss ’Trooper 
pub in Timperley. It kicked off with a ques¬ 
tion and aruwer session with John Leckie, 
who produced the band’s first two albums 
and their work as psychedelic alter ego ’The 
Dukes Of Stratosphear. 

'There was some stand up comedy from a 
girl who was in the video for the l5ear God 
single and from the one and only Frank 
Sidebottom, Timperley’s number one XTC 
fan. 

'The music was provided by local band 
’The Miracle Workers, who performed com¬ 
petent X’TC covers, with a little help from 
the audience and particularlv Paul, who 
did a brilliant version of ^enses Working 
Overtime. 

It was a fun day, and the good news is 
it’s going to happen again. Paul said: "It 
went great. It was better than I expected. 
At the end everyone was treating me like 
God. I was so knocked out by the response. 

"There will definitely be another one 
next year. We want to make it a two day 
event and I know the response will be 
good.” 
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Colin meets up with "superfan" Peter 
Kitchen down at "the local"/ 1989. 


XTC CONVENTION, TRAFFORD HALL HOTEL, 
MANCHESTER. 

For the past seven years XTC have been 
where the Pet Shop Boys and Bananarama 
should have stayed - in the recording 
studio. As one of the hardest working live 
bands of the late 70s/early 80s, it came 
as a shock to both their fans and their 
bank balance when in mid-1982 Andy Part¬ 
ridge announced that he was no longer able 
to cope with the pressures of touring. It 
was remarkably bad timing: XTC were enjoy¬ 
ing Top Ten single and album status for 
the first time in their career, had a 
sold-out British tour waiting for them, 
and were at long last serious contenders 
for the mega-league. Instead they turned 
to creating lush, eccentric but essentially 
misunderstood records like-Mummer, Big Ex¬ 
press, and Skylarking that were, for the 
most part, critically acclaimed commercial 
turkeys. 

In lieu of a tour, conventions are the 
form these days, (This was the first of 
what will surely snowball into a major 
annual event), drawing fans from almost 
every comer of the earth in an incredible 
display of allegiance. Traditional conven¬ 
tion paraphernalia aside - videos, books, 
records, T-shirts, etc. - the bits worth 
waiting for were a live set of XTC class¬ 
ics by a group of sound-almost-alikes, a 
ramble of the same by mache man Frank 
Sidebottom (Making Plans For Frank), and 
an exclusive 90 minute video interview 
with 'the lads' that addressed fans pers¬ 
onal questions with touching intimacy and 
humour. 

It may be the autumn of XTC's career in 
Britain, but with their last LP 'Oranges 
& Lemons' having recently turned gold in 
the USA, there's evidently life in the 
Swindon mavericks yet. 

Chris Twomey 

(Review for Record Mirror, not accepted by 
editor due to XTC's limited appeal!) 


XTC CONVENTION 1990! 

Yes, it's all going to happen again, and 
Paul announces that this year he's going 
one better than last by holding a three 
day event - The Second XTC Music & Friends 
Convention, a.k.a. "3D-EP" (Three day ex¬ 
tended presentation). The date: October 5, 

6 and 7/1990. The venue: The Bowden Rooms, 
The Firs, Bowden, Altrincham, Cheshire. 

The fee: £35 per ticket(includes buffet). 
To order tickets or obtain more info, 
please write to: Paul Wilde, 47 Wycombe 
Close, Manchester, M31 2WD, Lancs. England. 
Please send SAE with each application and 
make cheques and postal orders payable to 
"Convention". Tickets will be distributed 
from March 1/90. 

1989 Convention merchandise is now avail¬ 
able, including colour photos, convention 
cassette and limited edition icEC interview 
video (UK VHS format). For complete details 
contact Paul at above address. 


The Little Express 
P.O. Box 1072 
Barrie, Ontario 
L4M 5E1 Canada 


I had a great time at the XTC Convention 
in September. XTC fans are great people 
(although not so very normal, which is 
the best kind). I hope I'll be able to go 
to the convention again next year. Driving 
in England is such fun! Now it's Christmas 
time and all good little XTC fans have 
broken out "Thanks For Christmas" and are 
toasting the season. Here in Tennessee we 
attempted to enact the mythical stable 
scene for the holidays but couldn't find 
3 Wise Men and couldn't afford to import 
any. So I guess you've seen the picture. I 
had this cut-out of Santa in my front room 
window which turned out not to be a Santa 
at all, but a pseudo wooden cut-out Andy 
Partridge. Then what to my wondering eyes 
did appear but pseudo wooden cut-outs of 
Dave and Colin. These cut-outs apparently 
live in the garden with Albert Einstein 
(also a cut-out), but oh well, what can be 
done? 

Laurie Schappert, Nashville, TN. 


Andy & Colin see the light at "Hit Video USA" 
Houston, Texas 27-5-89 


Put it in a letter, what could be 


better? 


Artist Mark Thomas, Colin and Andy. "King 
For a Day" shoot. West Way Studios, London 
14-4-89. 


Dear, dear little express readers, 


This is the pathetic story of your newest 
devotee, a young female by the name of 
"jim" (small letters please). In January 
1989, XTC was a band I was very vaguely 
familiar with and liked solely because of 
"Dear God", an agnostic anthem if there 
ever was one. I caught the world premiere 
of the "Mayor of Simpleton" video on MTV, 
and said, "Hey, that's really good, they 
sound like The Beatles". In June, I saw 
the world premiere of "King For A Day" and 
said, "Hey, pretty cool, how psychedelic, 

I love them". Then in October I borrowed 
Oranges & Lemons and Skylarking from a 
friend and taped them for myself and entered 
a strange and wondrous world. Why, this was 
the best music I'd ever heard! And wasn't 
that Moulding guy sexy as hell? I went to 
my local record heaven. Wax Trax, expecting 
to find one or two more XTC albums - surely 
there were three or so. Imagine my shock 
when I came upon the XTC rack . And so began 
my quest. So far I have GO 2, Drums & Wires, 
The Big Express, Skylarking and Oranges and 
Lemons. I'm depressed. I know zero about 
them except what I read in the Summer '89 
issue. Are there any brave, adventurous 
souls out there who are willing to pen: 

The XTC Story? The Birth of XTC? Let's 
Spend the Night With XTC. (Yeah, dream on 
Jim.) Send it to me if you dare. Never 
fear valiant readers - this isn't the last 
you'll hear of me. Grin grin grin. Every¬ 
body rock the boat I 


Jemiah Jefferson, 15193 E. Utah Place, 
Aurora, CO. 80012 USA. 
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commented that Mr. Partridge was an all 
round good egg who could have laid a rip¬ 
roaring journalistic trail but that his 
heart lay elsewhere. (Phew! - right kids?) 
Should this be printed: Yow Eric! Yow John! 
Also enclosed are a few snaps which you may 
be able to find a use for although a good 
few weeks have passed since that MOMENTOUS 
EVENT! 


Cressida Hamer, Lancaster, England 




Hugg-a-Planet, Earth (cloth; 12" 
diameter) makes geography fun! 

Ages 3 and up. XTC 
, Pr'asiiiCts. $19. 


6UUpViv5TS? 


Perhaps you will be interested in this. I 
happened to phone a friend of mine not so 
long ago and she said "Sit down Cress, be¬ 
cause have I got some whopper news for you! 
It transpired that she had just returned 
from a "How to be a sub-editor" course 
during which, as a moment of light relief, 
Harry the tutor had asked the group, "Has 
anybody here heard of XTC?" expecting the 
answer "no" I suspect. Happily however, 
Vivienne, through her association with me, 
was able to pipe up that she indeed had 
and what was more she knew the "front man" 
to be one Andy Partridge. Apparently Harry 
used to be BIG on the "Swindon Evening Ad¬ 
vertiser" (and indeed may well still be) 
and way back in the mists of time our own 
Andy Partridge had been SMALL on the same 
paper, and as a jape had produced the 
spoof lay-out which Harry showed around the 
class to resounding titters. Harry also 


E. J. Michael, Troy, Michigan 


At the moment all the students around here 
are "head up, bum down" so to speak, with 
final exams just around the corner. Thank 
God though for the trusty XTC albums. 

During those well earnt breaks from study 
I can recharge my batteries with a blast of 
music. Drums and Wires does great things 
after a few hours Psychology swot! So here 
are my study picks for all the struggling 
students worldwide. These songs should help 
you through studying the following: 
Accounting - Paper and Iron. Astronomy - 
Another Satellite. Botany - Oranges and 
Lemons or Life is Good in the Greenhouse. 
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Human Anatomy - Poor Skeleton Steps Out 
or Pink Thing. Philosophy - Complicated 
Game, Physics - Atom Age, Zoology-Ladybird. 
Well I'd better get back to the grindstone 

.perhaps I'll just listen to one 

more song first.Yours from down under, 

Cameron Wright, Christchurch, New Zealand 
p,s. Who likes Michael Hutchence an3'way? 


I really feel sorry for the passing of the 
CD-3s in America and I'm not all that 
thrilled about 5" CD singles. I think XTC 
should use this format to it's fullest 
potential by filling the discs up with 
previously unreleased material. I was dis¬ 
appointed by the "King For a Day" 5" CD 
single because the remixes did not do the 
band justice. (I wish they had put alter¬ 
nate mixes the band had recorded in the 
studio on there instead); and "Toys" and 
"Desert Island" are already available on 
the import copy of Mummer, Also, it only 
had about 20 minutes of music on it, so 
we had to pay more for nothing. The CD-3 
would have sufficed. What I'd like to see 
XTC do is release the twenty minutes of 
music on the 5"CD then put a video on there. 
I think 5"CD videos are great and they still 
cost less than CDs, and that empty space 
would be filled. Wouldn't it be the best 
if all of XTC's singles in the future 


came out as 5" CDVs? Perhaps someday we'll 
see the release of all XTC videos on CDV, 
It would also be great if all XTC's future 
albums featured the highly underrated (and 
under appreciated) CD+Graphics technology. 
Perhaps if enough fans got together we 
could get this fantasy to become reality. 
In response to Bill Anderson's letter, 
here is my list of the 5 greatest bands 

(natch) 2) The Smiths 
3) The Cure 4) R.E.M. 5) X 


Jeff Stoneking, Waseca, MN. 


Just to give you an idea of how "well" 
Oranges and Lemons is selling in Australia, 
the compact disc of the Ip has recently 
been deleted. On behalf of the Australian 
fans, I'd like to apologize to XTC for this 
country's poor musical taste! (I'm sure 
though that XTC would have gained many new 
fans with this album down here had Virgin 
promoted it properly). This, of course, 
dashes any rumors that Partridge is coming 
down for a promo tour - probably untrue 
anyway as the band seems to avoid this 
country like the plague! The only two 
places I don't hear Oranges & Lemons is 
on commercial radio and in record stores. 

On three occasions I've heard it being 
played at different Sydney bands' gigs! 

The entire album! Either before or after 
the band's come on, or between support 



bands. But Sydney's commercial AM & FM 
stations continue to ignore the album and 
the band in general (apart from extremely 
light rotation of "Senses", "Nigel", or 
"Generals". 2JJJ continue to be the only 
station to play them, sometimes quite 
heavily. There was a great 2JJJ XTC 
special which featured the latest album 
and an interview with Partridge & Moulding 
on the 13th of April ('89). I was also 
lucky enough to get a copy of some unrel¬ 
eased demos compiled by none other than 
Dave himself! I received the cassette from 
a friend of Daves at a birthday party. 
Actually the party itself was quite a 
congregation of XTC fanatics. Please pass 
on my "hello" to Mr. Gregory! 

Nick Kennedy, Hornsby, Australia. 


wlien it came to Andy, my pen ran dry. This 
was rather crucial because it was a silver 
|)en which can write on vinyl. So I left 
dejectedly, then hooked up with a friend, 
l)Ought a new pen and went through the line 
again. I got back to Andy, and Colin looked 
up and said "You queued up all over again?" 
He looked a tad annoyed. I stumbled over 
my tongue and spit out an answer, and 
grasped his position i.e. Oh God, we'll 
get out of this place at midnight if 
everyone gets in line twice. Well if I 
could humbly apologize to Colin Moulding 
I would. Well, I finally got that off my 
chest. It's amazing how guilt can be ins¬ 
tilled in some poor unfortunate like my¬ 
self. Finally, doing those in-stores must 
really be a drag in a way, and our favorite 
trio is very deserving of thanks from those 
of us who were lucky enough to be there. 

Now at least we can know that they are all 
happily home with kids, wives, guitars etc. 

Sonia Emeric, Amity Harbour, N.Y. 


Douglas Mashkow w/Andy & Colin at Record 
World in-store. 29-6-89. 


I was very glad to get my first issue of 
The Little Express. Now, armed with the 
L.E. I can pursue copies of radio shows 
from other stations - that's something I'd 
never thought of before. Reading the first 
issue, I began reflecting on the Record 
World in-store. Oh if only I could do it 
again! Maybe I wouldn't be so nervous? If 
there was a second chance, I'd give Colin 
half a dozen roses (a dozen if I could 
afford it) just for "Wonderland", (I'd 
have to give him the moon if I included 
some of the others!) I'd also not be so 
intimidated by Andy, and I'd convince him 
that I was ten times more nervous than he 
is. (During the actual signing I vividly 
remember how cold Andy's hand was when he 
took my pen. Then I wasn't so afraid of 
him - that sharp wit really gets me, you 
see). Anyway, back to fantasy - I'd lastly 
ask Dave if he really never goes out of 
his living room. He sounds like he has a 
John Paul Jones-ish equipment fetish. 
Unfortunately, the reality of the signing 
was somewhat more awkward. I thanked them 
for staying together, for we, the fans, 
sure do appreciate it. Meanwhile, Dave 
added his flourish, Colin scrawled, and 


Marc Conelli meets Andy Partridge, 
(photo by Rosanne Rizzo, 6/29/89 


Colin says hello...barely.(Photo: Rosanne 
Rizzo 6/29/89) 

Firstly, a fond hello to all. After reading 
my first issue of The Little Express, I 
decided to write you a letter. I was 
really impressed with the Winter/Spring 
issue - from the articles to the pics to 
the letters. It is so delightful to know 


that there are so many good folks out there 
supporting Andy, Colin and Dave. And also 
to see that the statement "Touring doth 
not a band make" is generally accepted 
among the XTC devotee. Secondly, I thought 
being that this is my first letter submit¬ 
ted for possible public view, I thought I 
should try to make it as interesting as 
possible! After listening to Oranges and 
Lemons, my opinion (that XTC is the most 
witty, inventive and creative band out 
there among the drivelling dreck of Pop) 
was reinforced. Most of the band's clever¬ 
ness is attributed to the never ceasing 
amazement of Andy's humorous/philosophical 
lyrics! 

Thus I come to the subject of my letter: 
An Andy lyric! The one I want to discuss is 
in the last verse of "Chalk Hills and 
Children" - "Still I'm getting higher/ 
Icarus regrets and retires puzzled?" Well, 
in order to get this one, one has to know 
who this Icarus chap is. Well I've con¬ 
sulted my lovely, worn copy of Greek Myths 
and have found out a few interesting things. 
As it turns out, Icarus and his father 
Daedalus were the poor sods that got them¬ 
selves trapped in the maze that imprisoned 
the half man half bull-Minotaur. This seems 
odd because it was Daedalus that invented 
the maze to begin with! To get themselves 
out of this precarious predicament, 

Daedalus made two pairs of wings out of 
wax and feathers, thus enabling them to 
fly out of the maze! This also seems odd as 
it makes one wonder where, in the middle of 
a maze, they found wax and feathers. (But 
if Athene can be born full grown from 
Zeus' forehead, then anything is possible!) 
But I digress...So they flew out of the 
maze, but poor Icarus (no doubt giddy with 
enthusiasm and a small degree of stupidity) 
flew too near the sun and - OOPPS! - the 
wax melted, the feathers loosened, and 
poor Icarus fell to earth!!! Now, if you 
think about the theme of the song (i.e. 
floating, soaring, getting higher and high¬ 
er 'til you're brought back to earth by the 
Wiltshire Chalkhills and your kids, as in 
Andy's case) it all sort of fits. Even the 
bit about being puzzled (maze, get it?) 

But there's a meaning to all this that I 
don't think even Andy was aware of: 

Daedalus was an inventor (the maze!), but 
so was his nephew Perdix. Daedalus was so 
jealous that he decided to eliminate his 
competition by eliminating Perdix. So he 
threw him off a cliff - but the Gods int¬ 
ervened (not too surprisingly!) and saved 
Perdix by turning him into a partridge - 
hence the name Perdix (which means part¬ 
ridge.) Now, what this has to do with 
Chalk Hills and Children, I don't know! 

(But I'm pretty sure it's close to nil!) 
However it was interesting stuff anyway - 
what say? I think I'll leave you all on 
this rather artsy (with a capital "F") 
note, and bid you adieu! Until next time, 
"Even I never know where I go when my 
eyes are open!" 

Kristin Jaeger, California. 
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Daar XIC, Little Express & Friends, 


(Xrer the years, one begins to realize that rock baivls are like friends - that is, you can count 
the truly exceptional ones on one hand, if you're lucky. 

There just aren't many literate bands producing much innovative, exhilarating music any more. When 
you take a manent to really think about it, there aren't. Even with groups we like....if you hold them 
to the light and examine all the angles, sooner or later you'll spot it: that repetitious flaw that 
separates "satisfactory" fron "SUFtXB". 

nC continue to be the exception, as we all get turned on our ears from yet another sparkling 
perspective with Oranges & Lemons. 

There Is no language in our lungs to possibly convey the magnitude of this opus with any sense of 
accuracy. It shouldn't be diaidssed as merely a great pop albun; this is a piece of audio art! At 
first listening, the music seems to be a coqxisite of the more locomotive moments of The Big Express 
and the dreamier, jazzy moments of Muimer. But there is nothing but new ground covered here [speaking 
of covers, this has got to be the best IflC albun cover to date, straight from the Ffepperland bandstand! 
And do I detect the final psonic melding of XIC with their paisley alter-egos on this disc?]. Definitely 
a fine piece of production work by Fhul Fox, with no end to the depth of arrangements, either. Tons of 
Interesting guitar bits, and keyboards splashing through-out like brush strokes of color on a vinyl 
canvas. Booning brass by Iferk Isham, and also some of the most inspired bass playing ever from one of 
the un-sung heroes of the instrunent, Mr. Colin Moulding. How could I forget...those harmonies? I 
thought I died and went to heaven [short of conmenting on each Individual track, I've just got to say 
that "Rink Thing" is the cleverest double entendre I've ever heard]. 

AN OBSERVATTCN ABOUT THE "BEATIES THING"; I must confess that I'm getting a bit weary of all the 
Beatle cross-references heaped upon XIC every time they make a record. TVue, musically there is a 
definite stylistic influe n c e , i.e., the mechanics of the song structures are cut from the same cloth. 

But lyrically and aesthetically I think XIC share more of a ceninon bond with, let's say, another great, 
often-overlooked genius, namely Ray Ehvies. 

Vhy is it that the ncment a band displays a unique gift for writing three-nrinute pop tunes with 
instantly huimable melodies and three or four-part harmonies, the critics and the public en masse seem 
to automatically pigeonhole them as another band that merely aspires to evoke the Beatles' souixi? This 
is definitely NOT intended as a dig a^nst The Beatles. I cut my teetli ai Uiat stuff too, and loved 
it as nuch as anyone. But I'm fearful that too many "critics" are content to let these stylistic 
similarities oversiiadow the genuine originality of XIC Umitielves. 

Pertmps this is one of the reasons why, as Andy has mentioned in the past, the listening public 
doesn't take their music seriously enough. I liope that the ears of tlie world are not losing sound of 
the fact that what we have here is a hell of a lot more than three British guys fran Swiixlon who 
happen to be Beatles afflclonados. With all due respect. The Beatles have secured their place in tlie 
Ro^ & Roll Hall Of Fame, that's history. XIC is HERE & NCW! They continue to create interesting music 
in a uniquely distinct pop vein, unlike any band before tliem, and I'm sure there's many a great LP 
yet to be penned. So when it's finally time for XIC to take their place among the liminaries of modem 
nusic, it will be along side the likes of The Beatles, not above or beneath tl»em. 

RADIOS IN MOTION ; My flanc^ and I had the great and incredibly lucky pleasure of actually meeting 
Andy and Colin on their recent visit to New York! They had cone directly frera the airport to WDRE 
radio here on Long Island for the universal premiere of Oranges & Lemons live on-the-air! 

Andy's rapid-fire wit and Colin's hunorous musings augmented the proceedings as the dynamic duo 
played about lialf of the new albun and the preview lasted well over an hour! 

As we listened from my car down in the parking lot, my battery ended up dying just as Andy and Colin 
emerged fron the building [Andy offered us a "juip"]! A minor inconvenience, but well worth the trouble 
[my tewing service came to our assistance - but aside from Lori and I, there was only one other person 
valtlng to catch a glinpse of these mysterious Ehglishnenj. Needless to say tf« chaps were great fun, 
really nice gentlemen. Tliey took time out to talk with us, sign some autographs, and ham it up for some 
photographs (enclosed). 



Sir John Johns and the Red Curtain, who arrived late, told us that they had missed out on the Kinks 
tribute albun due to the fact that Andy, Colin and Ehve had borrowed all their gear for XIC's "citrus 
sessions" on the west coast. The Dukes would have covered "The Why Love Used To Be" from The Great Lost 
Kinks ALbum, which would have been kolossal, to say the least. 

We continue to defy mainstream FM radio by requesting XLC nigfit and day. WDRE plays quite a good deal 
of XIC, especially 'The Mayor Of Slnpleton" and "King For A Ehy", but I wddi they'd be a little more 
adventurous and play seme of the other fine tracks from Oranges & Lemons (all you folks wdthin ear-shot 
of WDRE should harass tLiera to play more songs from the new IP)! 

We caught the video for 'Mayor..." on MIV's 120 Minutes. Great spoof of the Avengers credits! We 
especially enjoyed the cameos by "Barry The Car" and 'Terry The Fish". Can't wait for the sequel.... 

NOTE TO ANDY & OOUN; We don't know if you ever received the little note we faxed over to you at 
Geffen when you were in New York the wedc prior to the release of the albun, but in the event the 
usual paper-^iuffling hierarchy thwarted our valiant efforts, ve just wanted to say thanks for taking 
the time to talk with us and thanks for the photos, too. It was a real pleasure meeting you both... 
you're true Renaissance artists (our sentimsnts to Etive, too. Next time Virgin should fly lum over 
also. They can afford it). Ch, by the way ..we're thinking of "Love On A Famiboy's Wbges" as our wed¬ 
ding song! 

Finally, all the expletives this world over couldn't do justice to the excellence of Oranges & 

Lemons. As fellow musicians, we've always believed that XIC's muscianship and scholarly lyrics 
are second to none. All the colors are perfect! Your songs are important to us, because we feel tliem 
deep down inside. As with all its predecessors. Oranges & I-ancm gets our vote for albun of the year! 

Thanks for setting tlie standard by whicli all excellent Rock & Roil sliould be judged. 


Your friends , Vince Fablano & Lori Reynolds 
Douglaston, N.Y. 

P.S. - Have you considered recording your 

next LP here in New York City, or out on long Island? Tliere are dozens of excellent 
places (& we'U lend you our Mellotron)! 





preMIUIA LAGEi^ 


HOMEBREW / . 

^)y/NDON, W'fVS 


TO MAKE 40 PINTS - 5 GALLONS 
OF KELLAR PREMIUM LAGER 

Includes alternative recipe to make 
30 pints of Strong Continental Lager 

l.M4kg 41bs.e 


A superb blend of barley and hops, 
magnificent bouquet, a lager to compare 
with the best of Bud, and as easy to 
make as a cake! - Robert Charest, CT. 


When I awoke this morning I switched on the 
radio, and I Remember the Sun was playing. 

I made a cup of lemon tea and left to go 
for a walk downtown. The man on the stairs 
was whistling Wait Till Your Boat Goes 
Down, but I don't think he knew that. Lying 
in the gutter outside my building I saw a 
magazine cover. The headline read: What in 
the World? Below that was a picture of a 
crumpled globe. As I looked up two boys 
ran past me, one chasing the other, crying 
"Come back here, Spy in Space!" Hra, I 
thought. I had only been awake half an hour, 
and already four XTC songs had manifested 
themselves into my day. Surely it was a 
sign, so I went to the disc store and en¬ 
joyed Oranges and Lemons in its entirety 
at one of the headphone stations. After 
that I went to listen to some Stravinsky, 
and the very first bit I heard was Human 
Alchemy. The melody was identical, but I 
do not know whether it was the Firebird 
Suite or the Rite of Spring, for they were 
both on the same disc. I left the store, 
and had been walking for about an hour 
when a car went by; it was towing a trailer 
upon which was a huge red rockihghorse. I 
nearly fainted. I did fall down laughing 
ten minutes later, when I heard Senses 
Working Overtime coming from a pretty 
girl's car. I went straight home from 
there, and got lost in my work while lis¬ 
tening to a six hour marathon on the radio. 
At nine the telephone rang. It was my friend 
Jacob. He lives in Wisconsin, and we haven't 
spoken in a year. He called to tell me that 
he had just acquired some XTC video that 
was going to shock me! Yesterday it was 
Shakespeare, and tomorrow it will be the 
Bible. 

Robert Charest, New Haven, CT. 
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Just thought you might like to see a poster 
I made for an Oranges and Lemons display. I 
work for an HMV music store in Winnipeg and 
when the album first came out I was told by 
the local A&M rep. there was not going to 
be any display material unless the album 
sold well. So instead of waiting for them 
to come up with some posters I decided to 
go ahead and promote the album myself. Well 
the poster took longer to make than I 
thought it would, and by the time I was 
finished A&M had come up with their own. 

The first step in making the 5X5' poster 
was to project the cover image using an 
enlarging projector. After tracing it out 
I went over the pencil lines with a black 
felt pen. Then I filled it in like a giant 
doodle art with acrylic paints. Suffice to 
say, it took a lot of spare time, some of 
the colours needing two coats, and then 
re-outlining it again in felt pen after 
the paint had dried. Finally I made card¬ 
board oranges and lemons and hung them in 
front of the display using fishing line. 

The display is no longer up so I now have 
a great poster of the Oranges & Lemons 
cover, the only problem being able to find 
an empty space large enough on a wall to 
put it up. 

Kevin Griffiths, Winnipeg, Manitob; 

Although I have been an XTC fan since 1980 
or so, I always avoided the fanclub thing 
until very recently. I wish I hadn't waited 
so long. Little Express is to an ordinary 


fan club what XTC is to an ordinary band! 

It provides extremely useful services on 
many fronts: Ingathering and disseminating 
information from hugely disparate sources; 
2)providing a network for XTC fans (who 
sometimes feel like the encatacombed 
Christians) to exchange greetings, info, 
and rarities; 3) being fun to read! 

I also wanted to mention the wonderful 
response that I had to my ad begging for 
a copy of Jules Verne's Sketchbook in your 
last issue. I am now the proud owner (of 
a copy; I would still be interested in any 
originals for sale!)—many thanks to all 
of the respondents! And apologies to those 
whom I have not yet answered! Another note: 
I have found a local store which carries 
imported CDs, and have obtained Drums and 
Wires and Mummer, and placed Black Sea on 
order. If anyone is interested, the store 
is near Harvard Square on JFK St. Cambridge 
Massachusetts. It's name is "Boston Compact 
Disc"("BCD" for short). This store sells 
exclusively CDs, and is across the street 
from the Galeria Mall. Thanks again for 
your ex(tc)istence! 
p.s. Do you ever get tired of people 
mangling words in order to fit "xtc" into 
them in some clever way? Most of your 
readers tend to do it very smoothly, but 
I'm afraid my own attempts are entirely 
unsuccessful. I think I'll leave the 
clever parts to those with a knack for it! 

Welton R. Barker, Cambridge, MA. 



Looks like a banner year for the lads, eh? 
Happy to see them getting due exposure. I 
flipped when I heard they were coming to 
Philadelphia. I thought back to '81 when 
they were last here for an in-store prom¬ 
otion. Great to see them up close and 
"shoot the shit" so to speak. Almost eight 
years to the day they were finally coming 
tjack. I wished I had a couple of DAYS in¬ 
stead of the couple of minutes we actually 
>’,ot to see them. (The line to see them was 
.1 three hour wait). Nonetheless the boys 
stayed until each and every autograph had 
been signed. I showed them a few photos I 
had taken in '81 - Andy:"A bit thinner in 
the face"....Colin:"Oh Christ,...Chambers!' 
I was a bit disappointed at the time I got 
lo actually speak to the guys, after all, 
how do you ask 8 year's worth of questions 
in just a few minutes? I was, however, 
overjoyed at the huge turnout to see "The 
Greatest Band in the World", XTC. I hope I 
read more about the Oranges & Lemons tour 
in future L.E. fan mail. I am enclosing a 
few pictures, feel free to print them. Cut 
out my smiling face if you wish, but I 
think the smiles tell it all! 


Jeff Pancoast, Philadelphia, PA. 



I have enclosed some photographs from 
September's XTC Convention in Manchester. 
Maybe you can use them in the next issue. 
There is a book out at the moment in 
Britain by Storm Thorgesson called "Classic 
Album Sleeves of the Sixties" (published 
by Paper Tiger), in which Andy contributes 
an Afterword and discusses 60s psychedelic 
sleeves and explains the influence behind 
the Psonic Psunspot sleeve; it also pic¬ 
tures a photograph of the said sleeve. For 
anybody sharing Andy's (and my) love of 
60s psychedelia it is heavily recommended. 

Colin Halley, Surrey, England. 



Colin Halley at the XTC convention museum, 

16-9-89 


Is Todd Rundgren's rendition of Costello's 
"Two Little Hitlers" (on his "Nearly Human” 
Ip) a reply to Andy Partridge's criticism 
of the Skylarking production? Or is it 
simply a fan's paranoia? 

David Dickerson, Lincoln, DE. 
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Prayer 


Richard Man; 

Rapaai Off«rvd«r 

C11t8 


Rna Young 


The ultimate in sound... 
The ultimate in savings... 


^ COMPACT DISCS, J 

V CASSETTES OR RECORDS 

CfortheI 

# PRICE OF I 

...with nothing 
more to buy ever! 


It's a sad event when an avid XTC fan gets 
excited when the band appears as a selection 
in a national record club. This should be 
the rule, not an exception! May I suggest 
a little contest in the L.E.? "The Top Ten 
Fan Club Ideas for Rocketing XTC to the 
Commercial Success They So Rightly Deserve". 
Prizes? Maybe a certificate of merit from 
the band. Ouch! I've enjoyed L.E. over the 
past two years, especially the interviews, 
advance news, and demo tape! My only 
criticism is directed at the letters dep¬ 
artment; too many "How I discovered XTC 
and How They Changed My Life" stories get 
quite boring issue after issue. Yes, L.E. 
is a fan newsletter, but perhaps more dis¬ 
cussion and critical commentary about the 
songs and the route the band is headed 
would liven things up. Thanks for listening. 

John Wilkens, Boulder, CO. 
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How about advocating that Little Express 
readers write to Geffen Records to request 
that they release some video tapes. It 
would be a great deal for XTC fans and 
they could make some money. I have the 
Japanese "Best Hits" (same as "Look,Look" 
but VHS, not L-disc) and dupes of "At The 
Manor" and "Play at Home" - I think they 
would sell even at this late date; and 
this still leaves everything post "English 
Settlement". 

Steve Schiavo, Arlington, Texas. 


It's been quite a year for our heroes, 1 
don't know what they can do for a follow¬ 
up! I'm already in heaven with the best 
record of 1989, a television appearance 
(re-emergence of live playing after 7 
years!), live radio interview/mini-concert, 
a signed O&L poster on my dining room wall. 
What next? Maybe a solo instrumental album 
by Dave Gregory? A book by Andy Partridge? 
An entire album of Colin Moulding songs, a 
retrospective? Who knows. Whatever it is, 
I'm into it! 1990 looks good already! 

Kelly Green, Duluth, MN. 

I went to a concert a while back to see 
The Pursuit of Happiness. I told them I 
would buy a $16.00 shirt if they would 
autograph it. Well, when I got back stage 
after the show, they were all the biggest 
bunch of XTC fans you could ever want to 
meet. The drummer had seen them live FIVE 
times. Now I'm a TPOH fan too! 

Tracy Clulow, Portland, Oregon. 

Thanks to the inclusion of XTC's version of 
Captain Beefheart's "Ella Guru" on the 
"Simpleton" single, I have discovered 
something very revealing about the 
development of the XTC sound. I have 
always been extremely curious as to how 
XTC derived many of its outlandish 
musical ideas. For instance, what sparked 
Andy to create the rubbery vocal intro to 
"Living Through Another Cuba", something 
so far outside the typical boundaries of 
songwriting? The answer became obvious 
after I acquired copies of the Beefheart 
albums "Trout Mask Replica" and "Shiny 
Beast (Bat Chain Puller)" and then read 
that Andy was a Beefheart fan. 

The Beatles are often cited as a major 
influence of XTC, but Beefheart I believe 
is equally essential to XTC's style (esp. 
in earlier material). Also, Beefheart song 
titles such as "Neon Meate Dream of a 
Octafish" may lend some insight into how 
Andy thought of titles like "You're the 
Wish You Are I Had." By the way, "Shiny 
Beast" is a wonderfully exciting album in 
the same complex, tuneful, unique and ex¬ 
citing ways that XTC albums are so 
excellent. I think it would appeal to all 


Intimate XTC fans, but it is very hard to 
I Ind. 

Finally, as Bill Anderson suggested in 
I lie last Express, here are my top five 
nrtists of the 1980s: 1)XTC. 2)Elvis 
Costello. 3)The Smiths. A)U2. 5)Husker Du. 

Bob O'Bannon, Fishers, IN. 


It's 1:50 am, December 24, 1989 and I have 
a story to tell. As I was graduating from 
high school, some friends and I were in 
charge of hiring a band for the graduation 
party. As a lark, I picked up the phone, 
dialed the operator and asked for the 
Swindon directory. After ten minutes of 
connections, I finally got a listing for 
an A. Partridge. I took the number down, we 
laughed and then went on with our business. 
The last thing I wanted to do was phone 
Andy and have nothing intelligent to say, 
and end up annoying him. So I never used 

the number until.It was nearly 2 

hours into Dec. 24, and I arrived home from 
another exciting Kelowna evening of avoid¬ 
ing dark weight-lifters and listening to 
Chuck Berry on bad A.M. stations. I nestled 
myself in bed and chose to dream with Jules 
Verne's Sketchbook when all of a sudden I 
had one of those XTC fits. You know: "Why 
the heck do I listen to anything else?" 
"Can't people understand that they're the 
best band in the world?"....Well, by Ra Ra 
For Red Rocking Horse, my hand was on the 
phone. I was going to wish Andrew a Merry 
Christmas (simple enough!). A few clicks 
and it was ringing, "Hello" said an English 
voice. "Hello, is Andy there please?" I 
barely muttered, "No, I'm sorry, he doesn't 
live here. You must want Andy Partridge 
from XTC, my initials are the same." said 
this man. I apologized and explained my 
situation. We spoke for a few minutes, then 
wished each other a Merry Christmas and got 
off the phone. I didn't get to speak to 
Andy but I got to speak to the only other 
A. Partridge in Swindon. Needless to say, 
I'm listening to The Three Wisemen now. 
Merry Christmas to the Little Express, XTC, 
Leif and Christopher, and everyone else. 
Thanks for Christmas! 


Les Murzsa, Kelowna, B.C. 



I am very proud to announce that I had the 
great honor of meeting Andy, Colin & Dave 
personally in a record store promotion. I 
must say they are very pleasant people and 
I enjoyed chatting with them very much. It 
just reinstates the fact that they are the 
very best group of musicians, in and out of 
the studio. I thank the XTC management and 
XTC themselves for giving me the opportunity 
to speak with them. I informed XTC of a 
version of "Crowded Room" that my band, 

Izzy & Arti, perform as part of our live 
performance, and asked them if they would 
mind me sending them a tape of this. They 
seemed pleased and were eager to receive 
it (even Colin, who put his head down at 
first mention of it.) Don't fret Colin, 
even though you've gone on to bigger and 
better things, the old stuff is still 
classic! 


Allan Chapman, Fairview, N.J. 

As a recent CD deck owner, I was very dis¬ 
appointed to learn "Black Sea" and "Mummer" 
were out of press, as well as others. A 
record shop I frequent, specializes in the 
rare and suggested that I write the label 
(Geffen) and urge them to re-press. Quite 
often times they do if they see that there 
is a demand. "What if the whole fan club 
wrote?" I thought. I'm sure I'm just "one 
of the millions" who would like to have 
these and others back in press. I've al¬ 
ready written Geffen, and suggest that if 
all members wrote even one letter we 
should see some action. Here's a chance to 
show Geffen that XTC is not the music 
industry's best kept secret! 

Matthew Hixson, La Mesa, CA. 


If I could be allowed to take on your soap¬ 
box invitation of asking readers to note 
the first time they heard XTC, I'm ready 
to crush the box with the rest of the 
minions. It was Autumn, 1982 - while a 
freshman at the U of 0 in rainy Eugene, 
Oregon when I first heard Drums & Wires. 

That Spring, some friends in high school 
almost persuaded me to go see the aborted 
E. Settlement tour, but before I could de¬ 
cide, the show was cancelled. Yes, it was 
Making Plans For Nigel that stuck in my 
head like few songs I've ever heard. It 
has a light,bouncy surface - but underneath, 
Colin adds a counterpoint that makes the 
lyrics take on a wonderfully odd dynamic. 
There's something dark and desperate about 
that song that makes me resonate, gives me 
goose bumps. Later, Helicopter, Ten Feet 
Tall, and Complicated Game would become 
favorites as well. Seven years since, and 
I haven't lost contact with my friends of 
that Fall, and we haven't stopped listening 
to XTC. There simply isn't another pop band 
on the planet whose been as consistent at 
putting out music that stands the test of 
time. 


Will Kreth, San Francisco, CA. 
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We are happy to place your ads (no charge!) 
and will run them for 2 issues (unless otherwise 
notified). However, as we are unable to personally 
check each ad, readers reply at their own risk. 

PEN PALS: If you live in the L.A. area, please 
write. I’m interested in finding out just how many 
XTC fans there are out here. Also I have loads of 
XTC demos, interviews and rarities I’d be willing 
to share (including tapes of the Skylarking demos. 
Helium IGdz demos. Looking for footprints. History 
of Rock ‘n Roll, The Rhythm, and more). Daniel 
Sias, 1840 Fern Ridge Dr., San Dimas, CA. 91773 
USA. 

WANTED TO WRITE: Fans of XTC (and others) 
worldwide and locally if you exist - write to - Tanya 
Boerhave, Rural Route tf\. Box 359, Clear Lake, 
Iowa, 50428 USA. 

WANTED: Please, please, please! Any fellow XTC 
fan in the Philadelphia area who can point me in 
the direction of a good music store (must stock lots 
of XTC, new & used), or anyone else in the world, 
who would be willing to help me get my hands on 
non-U.S. releases of ANY XTC material. I’m 
happy (well, not happy, but willing) to pay for 
postage, etc. as well as the recordings. Also, mail 
from any cool people anywhere is always welcome. 
Write to: Meredith Kupcho, 111 Mattison Ave., 
Ambler, PA. 19002 USA. Or for locals - call (215) 
542-7892. I need action!!! 

PEN PALS WANTED : 17 year old female, recent 
XTC nut, wants anyone with whom she can 
chat chord progressions, time signatures, 
extended lyrical metaphors and how amazingly 
beautiful Colin Moulding is. Also looking 
for any and all photos to buy, videos to 
buy, back issues of L.E. to buy. Jemiah 
Jefferson, 15193 E. Utah Place, Aurora, 

CO. 80012 USA. 

PEN FRIENDS: I would love to hear from any 
XTC fans aroimd the world. I am also inter¬ 
ested in lyric sheets for Skylarking and 
GO 2. Christine Rossmann, 230 E. Main St., 
Tiskilwa, Illinois, 61368 USA. 

I'm a big XTC fan who's into comics, 

British TV (esp. Eastenders, Butterflies, 

Dr. Who), college rock (& college radio), 
classic rock,opera, Irish music, classical 
music, and a little bit of everything else. 
I'm also an artist; I like to draw comics, 
write poetry, and write books. I'd love to 
hear from fans all over the world. Jeff 
Stoneking, 302 3rd Ave. N.E. Apt. 201, 

Waseca, MN. 56093 USA. 
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I'KN FRIENDS : Greetings and salutations to 
rtli XTC fanatics! I have a very empty 
tiuiil box that is in need of a filling. 

(tiint, hint.) I am an artist/music lover 
who would love to hear from you. (Yes, 

You!) Please send letters and artwork to 
me, Brainiac's Daughter. (I also make 
original XTC t-shirts!!! interested??) 

Kim Mizen, 3695 Country Place Blvd., 

Sarasota, FL. 34233 USA. 

PEN FRIENDS: I need communication with 
other XTC fans. Thank you. Jose Francisco 
Martinez, Maipu 1162, Dorn Bosco 1876, 

Rep. Argentina. 

Karen Hurdle! Where are you? I lost your 
address! Please write! Also anyone else 
wanting a pen friend write...I like Robyn 
Hitchcock, The Jazz Butcher, Talking Heads, 
and many, many more. (XTC still no.l though!) 
Sean Browning, Box 192, Madoc, Ontario, 

KOK 2K0, Canada. 

I/onely XTC fan from New Zealand DESPERATELY 
requires to buy or swap any XTC items 
available. Would also like to exchange 
letters with any other XTC fans - 
i‘.specially those who don't have friends 
with taste enough to like XTC. Cold hard 
cash willing to be spent on any items 
willing to be sold. Write to me NOW, but 
Im> warned. I'll buy/swap just about any¬ 
thing, I'm really desperate! Send me your 
list and I'll send you mine - DO IT NOW! 
Cameron Wright, 30 B Yellowstone Crescent, 
Murwood, Christchurch 9, New Zealand. 

W ANTED : A copy of Jules Verne's Sketchbook 
and any early XTC. Will buy or trade orig¬ 
inal version of Waxworks w/Beeswax, German 
import and Andy's album Takeaway. Also if 
anyone has a good copy of the acoustic 
radio tour, we could make a deal as well. 
Write to: Daniel Johnson, 13854 La Cuarta 
St., Whittier, CA. 90602 USA. 

CRAVED, REQUIRED & DESIRED: Dear Santa, 

All I want for Xmas is my two front teeth 
and any t-shirts, posters, lyric sheets or 
sheet music of XTC or Dukes of Stratosphear 
you can provide me. Also addresses of some 
good record shops (i.e. lots of OLD, RARE 
XTC) in Ma-Va-Wash. DC area. Direct thy 
correspondence to: Tim Nevaker, 8248 
Rupert Rd. South, Millersville, MD. 21108 

WA NTED : If anybody has got a copy of the 
lilies Verne's Sketchbook or any radio 
broadcasts we would appreciate it if you 
would contact us. We would do our best to 
g.ct any material needed that we may be 
able to obtain in England. Also dying to 
bear from any other XTC fans from across 
I be Atlantic for general chit-chat! Peter, 
Hugh and Dave Norris, 40 North St., Old 
I own, Swindon, Wiltshire SNl 3JY England. 

WANTEj): The promotional radio shows the 
KAH THREE did to promote Oranges and 
I.eiiioiis, on record, tape, anything! Thomas 
Walsh, 1 Kilworth Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 
I, Eire. 
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WANTED ; Lyric sheets for English Settlement 
and Mummer, and XTC demos (esp. Skylarking). 

Will trade: Wonderland pic disc. Great Fire 
p.s., Albert Brown colored vinyl, Smokeless 
Zone, Sgt. Rock, Ball & Chain p.s. Also copies 
of Jules Verne and Live in Philadelphia 17/4/81. 
P.S. I may also be persuaded to part with my 
giant 3D-EP poster to a good home. David 
McGulnness, 289 Byres Rd, Glasgow, Scotland 
G12 STL. 

WANTED : White Music on CD, new or used. Also 
Jules Verne, any B-sldes, and good quality 
copies of the acoustic radio shows. Send offers 
to:Jon Sterlace,4045 Meads Creek Rd, Painted 
Post, N.Y.-14870-9520 USA. 

WANTED : Statue of Liberty 7"(Japan), This is Pop 
7"(France), Life Begins at the Hop 7i black 
vinyl (UK), Generals & Majors 7''(Holland, Love 
at First Sight 7"(US), Ball & Chain 7"(Canada). 
Willing to buy and/or trade - I can make copies 
of Jules Verne, Partridge Skylarking Interview, 
Crosstalk interview, and "Skylarking Out-takes". 
Also have mint copy of "Black Sea Tour '81" Ip. 
Martin A. Fopp, 10014 Rosedale Bay Ct. NW, Gig 
Harbor, WA. 98335 USA. 

WANTED :/" Nlgel/HSStf2 Pulsing Pulsing UK; Sgt. 
Rock/Strange Tales + Officer Blue UK; No Thugs/ 
Over Rusty Water UK; Great Fire/Gold UK; Wake 
Up/Take This Town, HSS#4 12"j G0+, 5 Senses, 

Live and More, Wake Up UK, Meeting Place UK; 
Great Flre/Gold/HSStf5&6. I have these audio 
tapes to trade: Jules Verne's Sketchbook, & 
Chicago Radio appearance. And these VHS: Best 
Hits (same as Look Look), Rock Palast, Letter- 
man appearance, and Andy's stint on MTV. I have 
access to World War Three live Ip; also various 
live tapes of Elvis Costello, Robyn Hitchcock 
and Bob Mould. And a VHS of Talking Heads 1981 & 
BBC Special '84, and Elvis Costello BBC Special 
1989. Offer me anything. I'll probably say yes. 
Tom Meyer, 211 E. Daniel, Champaign, ILL. 61820 
(217)-367-8937. 

WANTED : 45 single "Thanks for Christmas", 

Imported Skylarking 12"s, demos, or radio 
shows. Also Interested in REM, Guadalcanal 
Diary, Camper Van Beethoven, and the Smithereens. 
I have a couple of good things to trade by these 
groups and XTC. Please write Michael E. Hibblen, 
2609 Ozark Dr., N. Little Rock, AR. 72116, or 
call weekday evenings: (501)835-5976. 

Anyone who managed to videotape XTC on David 
Letterman, please let me know 'cause I want a 
copy. I'll pay for the tape etc. Also I have XTC 
taped live on WFNX, Boston if anyone wants copies 
(among other stuff). E. Mulligan, 32 Richardson 
St., Brighton, MA. 02135 USA. 

WANTED : Live and studio demos etc. of XTC, 

Police and others for trade only. I have a list 
of over 2(X) different things to offer, but little 
XTC, so please help. Send me a list so we can 
become better acquainted. Write to: Mike Poirier, 
27 Uto Rd., Albany, N.Y. 12203 USA. 

WANTTO: Video footage of XTC, Elvis Costello, 
Smiths, Buzzcocks, Jam, early U2, Midnight Oil, 
and Tom Walts (only music-related). For trade, 

I have footage of these artists (mostly XTC) 
and others, plus XTC rarities on audio tape, 
including radio tour shows from Chicago, Boston, 
Austin, New York and Charlotte. Am also looking 
for radio shows I don't have. Bob O'Bannon, P.O. 
Box 382, Fishers, IN. 46038 or (317) 841-9246. 

WANTED : A copy of Jules Verne's Sketch¬ 
book PLEASE!! I am dying to hear it. 

Kirk C. Chavez, P.O. Box 2348, APO, New 
York, N.Y. 09009 USA. 




WANTED TO BUY: Any cassette made by XTC, 
The Dukes of Stratosphear, Jules Veme ..., or 
anything else associated with XTC. Contact: Ryan 
Smith. 2108 York St., Kirksville, MO. 63501 USA. 

WANTED: Looking for the official Japan release 
of XTC’s videos or a good low generation copy. 
Will buy or trade. Have BBC “Play at Home” and 
German TV “Rock Palast” (Live “Eng. 
Settlement”). Mike Peters, 26 Evergreen Lane, 
Somers, CT. 06071 USA. 

WANTED: I am interested in buying a copy of the 
Jules Verne’s Sketchbook cassette. Please write to: 
Barry Smith, 2330 Nashville Ave., New Orleans, 
LA. 70115, USA. 

WANTED: Tapes from recent radio tour, 
interviews. Traffic Light Rock (live) 7”. FOR 
TRADE: 50 XTC concerts on tape, interviews, 7”, 
12”, CD’s, lots more - ask for list. Jim Zittel, 814 
Village Green Ln, Apt. 2131, Pontiac, Michigan, 
48054. 

WANTED: I’m looking for live/rare XTC, 

R. E.M., Police, etc. tapes to trade for my live/rare 
XTC, R.E.M., Police, Waterboys, etc. Write me 
if you’ve got anything, maybe we can do some 
trading! Drop a line to: Jason Sacks, 7709 S.W. 
Pfaffle St., #21, Tigard, OR., 97223, USA. 
Thanks! 

WANTED: Video, interviews, news clips, anything 
with XTC in it. Also looking for rare live 
recordings, interviews, or any demo stuff on tape, 
and any magazine articles etc. I do have some stuff 
to trade and would love to talk XTC anytime. Nigel 
and I hope to hear from you soon! Jeff Day, 309 

S. King St., Wyanet, Illinois, 61379, USA. 

LOOKING FOR: “This is Pop” w/picture sleeve, 
“Making Plans for Nigel” - Game Board sleeve, 
“Sgt. Rock” - Comic book poster sleeve, “Too 
Many Cooks” - w/picture sleeve. I have some trade 
material but would prefer to buy. Looking for 
someone in England/Japan to trade future releases 
with. Gary Betoume, 7 Harrison St., Apt. 17, 
Seattle, Washington, 98109, U.S.A. 

WANTED: Any of XTC’s radio appearances, and 
I’d also be happy to assist somebody financially who 
has access to the following visuals: This is Pop, 
Respectable Street, Towers of London, AH of A 
Sudden, Wonderland, Funk Pop A Roll, Mole From 
the Ministry, Live performances. Interviews up to 
1987. XTC visuals I have for trade are: Ball & 
Chain, Senses Working Overtime, Life Begins at 
the Hop, Making Plans for Nigel, All You Pretty 
Girls, Grass, Dear God, Mayor of Simpleton (2 
versions). Interviews: “Oranges & Lemons” Feb. 
28, 1989 - Much Music, YTV Rocks (a rather short 
one from this year). Snippets of a Drums & Wires 
era chat - New Music. Mark Bignell, 108% Brandy 
Place, North Delta, B.C., V4C - 2J3, Canada. 

WANTED: Looking to buy high quality live and 
demo tapes; please write to: Eric, 760 N. Vermont 
St., Arlington, VA. 22203-2022 USA. 

HELP PUHLEEZ!!! I’m looking for cassettes of 
the complete shows of the XTC U.S.A. Radio Tour, 
any and all cities. Will pay! Rip me off! Party time! 
Ken Mei, 4265 Colfax Ave., Studio City, 
California, 91604 USA. 


LOOKING FOR: XTC demos (e.g., “Helium 
Kidz”) and BBC Sessions not on vinyl. Also looking 
for lyrics for various B-side tracks. I have a fairly 
complete discography available, and many lyrics. 
If you have any interest let me know. I’m willing 
to trade tapes or vinyl, or just letters. Write to: John 
Relph, 147 Hernandez Ave., San Francisco, CA, 
94127, U.S.A. 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE: Wanted - I am 
desperately looking for a copy of the “Love at First 
Sight b/w Beatown, Roads” etc. single. Also 
looking for the Dear God 12” with Another Satellite 
(live) on B-side. I’ve got a huge XTC collection 
and perhaps we could arrange a trade or sale (I’D 
pay!). The same offer stands for the A. Partridge 
Interview disc (Cross Talk), the “One Size fits AD” 
soundtrack, and an original Jules Verne’s 
Sketchbook. CaU 516-351-4633 or write T. Ryan, 
14 Gaston St., MelvDle, N.Y. 11747. 

WANTED: 1 am an infant XTC fan (1 year) 
needing more musical nourishment, but I have 
nothing to trade. WaaAAH! However, I would pay 
nearly any amount for copies of any or all of tlte 
following: Jules Verne’s Sketchbook, B-siders, 
bonus tracks, taped interviews, or videos, etc. 
Please write to me, K. Sundberg, 2049 Coral Ridge 
Drive, Coral Springs, Florida, 33071, USA. 

WANTED: “Jules Verne’s Sketchbook” or even 
a copy of it. WiU pay $$ or perhaps trade for things 
XTC. I have access to import CDs such as 
“Mummer” “Compact XTC” etc. I’m also a big 
Ian of Genesis, Yes, Marillion, Jethro Tull, etc., 
etc., as weU as “New music”. Please write to Glade 
L. Odhner, 6901 Yorkshire Drive, Pgh., PA 15208 
U.S.A., or even caU 412-661-6844. 

WANTED: Seeking original or dub of “Jules”. 
Trade for XTC’s Chicago WXRT-FM radio 
appearance. Contact: Matthew Mirapaul, 1000 
Milwaukee Ave., Glenview, Illinois, ^25 USA. 

WANTED: Sorry to disturb you but I feel there 
is something lacking in my XTC collection. I have 
no Jules Verne’s Sketchbook, Look Look video 
compilation. Great Fire EP and, of course, no 
language in my lungs. Make me feel ten feet taU 
and let me know if, dear reader, have any of these 
items. I have paper and iron but my cents do not 
work overtime. Reply to: Andrew Bergey, 1418 
George Ave., Norman, OK. 73072. 

WANTED: I am having a hard time finding GO- 
plus, can anyone help me? Thank you. Les Murzsa 
Jr., 4279 Lakeshore Road, Kelowna, B.C. VIW 
LW2 Canada. 

WANTED: A copy of Jules Verne’s Sketchbook, 
“Too Many Cooks”, The Three Wisemen single, 
“Looking For Footprints”, Dukes’ posters and 
t-shirts, and other videos and live audio stuff ... 
PRICE IS NO OBJECT .. . UNLESS I CAN’T 
PAY MY RENT!!! Tony Sass, 2001 E. Whiting 
#6, Fullerton. CA. 92631 USA. 

LOOKING FOR VIDEO I’m looking for any and 
all XTC video. Would prefer first generation stuff, 
in VHS HI-FI, but I’ll take what I can get. I have 
some rare five, demo and interview audio tapes, that 
I can copy if interested. Some are good qudity, 
some not so good. Let me know what YOU have! 
William Loring, 1011 North Jackson St., 
Bloomington, IN. 47401. 


NEED - Die-cut “AD You Pretty Girls” and 
“Making Plans for Nigel” with gameboard; round 
“Big Express” Ip. WILL PAY CASH OR TRADE 
red Trouser Press flexidisc: “Blame the 
Weather/Tissue Tigers”; assorted XTC videos and 
live tapes; copies of “Jules Verne’s Sketchbook”. 
Also have large catalogue of rare 1970’s-early 
1980’s New Wave/Punk 45’s. Write - John Da 
SUva, 7814 4th Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209. 

NEW COLLECTOR : Wants original Little Express 
issues //I thru 19, 22,237& 24. Original 
Jules Veme cassette; live video, live tapes 
(esp. Oranges & Lemons radio tour shows), 
posters, original albums; etc. Tim Pacheco, 
7375 EL Camino Real, Atascadero, CA. 93422 

Desperately seeking UK 7" singles: This is Pop, 
Senses Working Overtime, All You Pretty Girls, 
Wake Up, Grass. Also want XTC gig posters, etc. 
For Trade: XTC records, interviews, photos, 
articles. Please write for complete list and/or 
with offers. Bill Anderson, 603 W. 13th tflA-167, 
Austin, Texas 78701 U.S.A. 

T O SELL OR TRADE : Eleven Different Animals 
(photocopies). Cassettes, superb quality, 
rare tracks. Tape one: Helium Kidz, White 
Music, GO 2 era. Tape 2: English Settle¬ 
ment/Dukes era. Tape 3: Big Express/Oranges 
jind Lemons home demos. Eric Rosen, 755 
Narrows Road N., Apt. 502, Staten Island, 

New York, 10304 USA. 

i'OR TRADE; Jules Verne, Look Look, 

Radio Shows, Buster, Wise Men, Demos, 
and weird stuff like the complete 
■Star Wars and Empire radio dramas. 

Steve Schiavo, 2309 Belton Drive, 

Arlington, Tx 76018. 

FO R SALE: All good condition: G0+ £5., 
Karmboy's (double) £3., No Thugs(special 
.•ileeve)£3., Respectable St. £3., Boat 
Goes Down £3., Thanks for Christmas £3., 
Footprints (flexi) £2., The Colonel: Too 
Many Cooks £4., Great Fire 7"(Australian 
white label) £6.00. All prices DO NOT inc. 
postage. Also I have 63 cassettes of music 
& interview material. Send wants! I would 
be happy to correspond with other fans, 
anywhere! Swaps are welcome. Debra Forth, 

9 Ashlhorpe, Orchard Park Est., Hull, 

I1U6 9H11, E. Yorkshire, England. 

XTC Live - Austin radio, 24-5-89, acoustic 
set with unreleased material. Trading copies 
for Dukes video, photos; XTC videos post- 
1982; "Three Wise Men" Christmas single; 
psychedelic vinyl PSONIC PSUNSPOT. Kevin 
llendryx, 5610 Cordell Lane, Austin, Texas 
/M723 USA. 

n )R TRADE : Original copy of the Jules Veme 
inpc. I'm looking for videos collection (VHS) 
oi early singles (pre-Muianer). Also have import 
GU of Oranges & Lemons (3-3"CDs). Let's make a 
drnl. Dan Mascioli, 205 Kevin Ln., Media, PA. 
1'1063. 

WOR U) WAR 111 -For sale; XTC's rare LP and more 
KooJies, incl. tapes & videos for sale or swap. 
Wilie to: Dirk Lohmann, Wllhelmsallee 8, D-2304 
l4iboe. West Germany. 

AT lTJniON : Those in search of Look Look video! 
Available from Spectrum Music Video, Japanese 
Import, very expensive, approx. $125. Write or 
tall for catalog: P.O. Box 1128, Norristown, PA. 
I9A04. Tel: 215-272-6142 


I would like to trade for tapes of the Radio 
Shows the band did, as well as other interview 
or video material. I have lots of stuff incl. 
recent Letterman and MTV spots, Jules Verne, 
most singles, many hours of Interviews and 
demos (including a drunken Eng. Settlement 
session). Interested? Let's swap lists. Liz 
Spencer, c/o Adams' Goldsmiths, 185 
Main St., Northamoton. MA. 01060 USA 
FOR TRADE : Video compilation of XTC videos from 
White Music through Oranges and Lemons. The 
videos are good quality dubs except for the 
post-Settlement videos which are multi- 
generation, so not as good. I'm looking for 
non-Geffen 3" CDs of King For a Day and Mayor 
of Simpleton (both w/demo tracks), 5" CD of 
Dear God w/Homo Safari Series, & anything else 
I might be missing - audio or video. Please 
write: David Whittle, 6400 Lonas Rd. il!276, 

Knoxville, TN. 37909 USA. 

TRADERS: Lots of exceUent quality XTC avaDable 
for trade only. Great concerts, interviews, demos 
(incl. Skylarking - both Andy’s & Colin’s) and 
assorted radio & tv simulcasts. Desperately need 
more XTC stuff I don’t have. I also have many 
hours of XTC video items and I wDl trade anything 
for a copy (master or dubbed) of Look Look video 
compilation. I also need rarities from Pink Floyd, 

The Cure, Joy Division, Led Zep, others, and wUl 
trade rarities from the same. All offers considered 
and aU letters answered! Please write to: Chris Rees, 

712 East Elm Ave., Monroe, Michigan 48161 USA.. 

BRAND NEW! Audiotapes of XTC LIVE in 2 
New York Radio Stations (WDRE and WNEW). 

Live music with acoustic guitar, early May/89. 90 
minute tape. I’m looking for XTC lyrics. Write me 
or call to get list of songs I want lyrics for and info 
on the tape. James Marinaccio, 1812 Tomlinson 
Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10461, phone #212-792-9312. 

FOR TRADE: Boston broadcasts (premier) 

5/15/89 on WBCN-FM and WFNX-FM (includes 
“Blue Beret”). Will trade for other broadcast tapes 
of ’89 tour. John McGann, 18 Fuller Street, #3, 
Brookline, MA. 02146 USA. 

TO TRADE: One green English Settlement T-,shirt 
(size medium). Great condition, too small for my 
expanding Ixxly. Would like to trade for any XTC 
T-shirt size Large (hopefully a D & W one) or a 
poster, . . . really anything. 1 hate to see the shirt 
not being worn. p.s. The shirt is like the cover of 
the E.S. Ip, Marc Gonzalez, 4511 Camel St., 
Metairie, LA. 70001 USA. 

FOR TRADE: Copy of Jules Verne’s Sketchbook; 
also XTC radio Interview taped May ’89 including 
acoustic versions of “Sqarecrow People”, “Great 
Fire/Dear God/Big Day” medley and Mayor of 
“Pimpleton” plus amusing patter w/Andy, Colin 
and Dave. WANT: Copy (or copy of a copy) of 
“Homo Safari Series”, “Thanks for Christmas” 
or “Senses” B-sides. Contact: Shan Lines, 7455 
W. 123rd St., #304, Apple Valley, MN. 55124 
USA. 

FOR TRADE: I have a locally produced radio 
program, featuring new acoustic live music by XTC 
and an interview with Andy Partridge. I would like 
to offer the recording to other XTC fans for trade 
for other XTC recordings, items, etc. Thanks. Lee 
Paul Wallace, 315 West 6th Ave., Lexington, N.C. 

27292 USA. 
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FOR TRADE: Audio tape of XTC interview aired 
on WNEW 102.7 N.Y.C. on 5/89 (includes 3 
acoustic live songs) - 50 minutes. WANTS: Taped 
copy of Skylarking interview Ip, Science Friction 
UK 7”, Mayor of Simpleton UK 7”, Dear God UK 
7”, Meeting Place UK 7” (Black vinyl), also trade 
for rare audio tapes. Mark Kaminski, 969 Morris 
Ave., Lakewood, N.J. 08701 USA. 

FOR SALE: Some excess XTC goodies. Price 
listed doesn’t include $2.25 for postage & handling. 
All are 12” unless noted. Postal money orders are 
appreciated. The Residents Commercial album, 
1980 (Andy sings on one track) $15., Woodentops, 
Well, Well, Well, (Andy produced 4 cuts) $5., 
Guillotine 10” compilation w/Traffic Light Rock 
$10., Skylarking w/Dear God $4., Drums & Wires 
w/promo sticker and gold stamp on front, slight 
warp on 1st cut $4., Times Square soundtrack, 
double Ip. w/rare XTC cut “Take This Town” $6., 
Promo of Times Square Ip. $9., Hard-to-finds tape, 
90 in., XTC & related material $6., Jules Verne’s 
Sketchbook tape copies $8., and lots more. Send 
for complete list: David Glazener, 6 Orlando Ave., 
Greenville, S.C. 29609 USA. 

FOR TRADE: Acoustic shows on WBCN and 
WFNX radio (one has Dave talking to my friend 
on it for 5 seconds), and also an interview on 
WBRU. We’d like to trade for other stuff. Andrew 
M. Bissaro, 57 Mott St., Fall River, MA. 02721 
USA. 

AT LAST!! Long time XTC fan/collector has cast 
off the yoke of indecision and boarded the Little 
Express! I need my ticket punched on the following 
items: Science Friction 7” (UK and Australia), 
presented free by Record Mirror 7” E.P. w/Traffic 
Light . . . live (UK), Love at First Sight 7” (US) 
and Love at First Sight 7” E.P. w/Beatown, Roads, 

& Pop Live (Canada), and other obscurities. Have 
cash or vinyl to pay the fare (most all UK 7”, US 
7” & 12” promos, audio & VHS rarities.) Scott 
Nuckles, 4940 Mildred Drive, Dayton, Ohio 45415, 
USA. 


RICKETY RACKETY RECORDS announces foe 
release of the new 7’’ EP/5” CD from 
BACKWARDS DAY. This funky, anti¬ 
traditionalist pop band will cause you to dance 
yourself into an early grave. BACKWARDS DAY, 
(admittedly influence by Velvet Underground, 
XTC, John Waters, Salvador Dali and Bob Denver), 
can vaporize patchouli and tie-dye at twenty paces. 
Order your backwards day 7” EP, CD, or cassette 
today! “While There’s Still Time.” A measly $5 
(US)/CD or $4 (US) 7” EP or cassette. Cheque or 
m.o. made payable to: Rickety Rackety Records, 
60 Danbury Drive, Springfield, Illinois, 62704 
USA. (217)-546-0045. 

COOL STUFF! : For further info on Little 
Sutty, the Puppy and lots more neat stuff, 
send SASE to: Sutty Stuff c/o Monster Truck 
Cartoons, 374 Pimlico Rd, Greenville, S.C. 
29607 USA. 


Why do you like XTC? Because of the witty, 
incisive lyrics? Hard-hitting, melodic music? 

Or do you just like Andy's glasses? Well, if 
you're like me, it's all of the above, and 
you'll probably like my band's music too. We 
are ALKALINE and we're pushing our own brand of 
intelligent pop music. "I need it", an 11-song 
cassette recorded in DC's finest 24-track studio, 
can be yours for a mere $6 (U.S); this Includes 
postage and an absolute minimum of handling. 

Andy has his - why not get yours? Send a cheque 
or money order to: Todd Bernhardt, c/o ALKALINE, 
1221 G Street NE, Washington, DC 20002, And by 
the way: due to rehearsal, playing and generally 
being in the wrong place at the wrong time, I 
missed the boys on Letterman as well as all of 
their live radio shows. I'd love to get copies 
(video or audio recordings) of any of these; I 
have some XTC rarities to exchange or would be 
willing to pay a reasonable price. Drop me a 
line and help me out, fellow fanatics. Thanks. 

XTC MINI COMICS AVAILABLE : "The Garden of 
Earthly Delights" and "Colliding Circles" 
are at last available to Little Express 
readers for 55(J a piece. Both comics are 
16 pages in length and are in spectacular 
black & white, and star all three members 
of XTC! Order your copies today. The first 
25 copies of each title will be signed and 
numbered by yours truly. Send an approp¬ 
riate sized SASE (comics are 41/4X5 1/2 
inches) with proper postage along with a 
cheque or international money order to: 

Jeff Stoneking, 302 3rd Ave. NE, Apt. 201, 
Waseca, MN. 56093, USA. Please ask about 
other mini-comics available. SASE required. 

ZZZZ's ! Not sleep, just good reading! 
imag-izm illustrated is a magazine that 
deals with Music, Visual Arts, Interactive 
Multimedia, Regional Communities, and 
gnawing Socio-Polit. issues. Absolutely no 
fashion for fashion's sake. Send $2. for 
the first issue of the Nineties! Free, if 
you contribute a verse or a story (perhaps 
about where you live) or printable graphic 
thingy that we can send through a press. 

(We could also use a good copy of the now 
legendary acoustic radio tour medleys.) 

Winter'89/90 issue includes an unpublished 
interview with Andy P. himself, as well as 
interviews with Chris Frantz, and ol' D, 
Byrne. Write to Topographies: PO Box 411434 
San Francisco, CA. 94141. 

POSITIVE NOISE : Mobile D.J.'s, Los Angeles, 

Manila - a different kind of tension. 

818-546-1951. Also info on XTC releases in 
Philippines. Please contact: Toti Dalmacion, 
940 Del Rey, Glendale, CA. 91207 USA. 

^WWVV'AWVV\A/VVVVVVVVVVVVVVf 

Front cover photo: Laurie Schappert, 

(see letters page 17). 

Inside front cover: Dave at Summa Studio, 
Sept./88. Photo courtesy: Colin Moulding. 

Inside back cover: Andy "stanning" it up 
in Paris, 3/89. Photo: Colin Moulding. 

.Back cover photos: The Douglas Brothers 
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